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Preface

The importance of formal education is diversified. The prime goal of modern education
i3 not to impart knowledge only but to build a prosperous nation by developing skilled
human resources. At the same time, education is the best means of developing a society
free from superstitions and adheres (o science and facts. To stand as a developed nation
in the science and technology-driven world of the 21st century, we need to ensure
quality education. A well-planmned education is essential for enabling our new
generation to face the challenges of the age and to motivate them with the strength of
patriotism, values, and ethics. In this context, the government is determined to ensure
education as per the demand of the age.

Education is the backbone of a nation and a curriculum provides the essence of formal
education. Again, the most important tool for implementing a curriculum is the
textbook. The National Curriculum 2012 has been adopted to achieve the goals of the
National Education Policy 2010. In light of this, the National Curriculum and Textbook
Board (NCTB) has been persistently working on developing, printing, and distributing
quality textbooks. This organization also reviews and revises the curriculum, texthool,
and assessment methods according to needs and realities.

Secondary education 1s a vital stage in our education system. This textbook 18 catered
to the age, aptitude, and endless inquisitiveness of the students at this level, as well as
to achieve the aims and objectives of the curriculum. Tt is believed that the book written
and meticulously edited by experienced and skilled teachers and experts will be
conducive to a joyful experience for the students. It is hoped that the book will play a
significant role in promoting creative and aesthetic spirits among students along with
subject knowledge and skills.

The textbook on Christian Religion Studies has been written in the context of the
changing world at the beginning of the 21st century. It includes the call for life in the
Bible and the life sketch of the people called by God, in the backeround of huge
changes in the demands and attitudes of the students. The textbook has been written
keeping in mind that the students are encouraged to know the life and works of the
Savior Jesus by beheving in his salvation, and they become inspired in morality,
spirituality. tolerance, generosity, and a non-communal sense of life and equality.

It may be mentioned here that due to the changing situation in 2024 and as per the
needs the textbook has been reviewed and revised for the academic year 2025. It is
mentionable here that the last version of the textbook developed according to the
curriculum 2012 has been taken as the basis. Meticulous attention has been paid to the
textbook to make it more learner-friendly and error-free. However, any suggestions for
further improvement of this book will be appreciated.

Finally, I would like to thank all of those who have contributed to the book as writers,
editors, reviewers, illustrators and graphic designers.

Ociober 2024 Prof. Dr. AK M Reazul Hassan
Chairman

National Curriculum and Textbook Board, Bangladesh
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Chapter One
Lord Jesus Christ, God’s only Son

God, the Father, loved the world so much that He sent His only Son into this
world. Father's desire is to save the world from fall through His Son. Jesus is the
one anointed by the Father, Christ the Saviour and the Lord of all nations.
Through Him the humankind were saved and received the promise of eternal
lile. He is the true God and yet true Man. We shall iry to know more about him
in this chapter.

Jesus Christ, Son of God

At the end of this chapter, we will be able to—

e describe God’s only Son;

¢ explain the meaning of “Jesus’, the Son of God,;

e explain the title *Christ’ of the Son of God;

+ clarify the meaning of the title ‘Lord’ of the Son of God;
* describe how the Son of God is true God and true Man;
e accept Jesus as Lord and be inspired to follow him.

Christian Religion Studies, Class-7, Forma-1
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Lesson: 1 Lord Jesus Christ, God’s only Son

In the previous class we learned about God. We experienced in various ways His
work of creation and His work for the well-being of humanity. We also gained
knowledge of His plan of salvation for the humankind, the best of creation. God
created us so that we may know Him, obey Him, love Him and praise Him. He
loved us first so that we may also love Him.

In the process of knowing Him we have also seen that God is made up of three
persons. He reveals Himself to us differently at different times; at times He
shows Himself as the Father, at other times, as the Son, and vet at other times, as
the Holy Spirit. He did not reveal Himself fully at any one time. Human beings
do not have the ability to understand Him fully. In order to reveal His full identi-
ty, He made promises to us at various times. Merciful God never forgot His
promuse. e fulfilled Iis promises to Abraham and his descendents. At the right
time. He sent His only Son into this world.

Human beings repeatedly moved away [rom God. They were disobedient to
God. One brother by killing another became unfaithful to God. In this way they
fell. God made a grand plan to safe humankind from sin and to restore His rela-
tfionship with them. Ile planned that Ie will come to them. Thus he decided to
send His only Son to this world through the womb of a woman.

During the reign of King Augustus Caesar of Rome and king Herod of Judea He
sent an angel to a virgin in Bethlehem. Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and
delivered God's message to her. He addressed Mary as full of grace and greeted
her. He told Mary that God was with her. She would become pregnant and give
birth to a son. His name would be Jesus. He would be the redeemer of the world.

Mary was a very simple young woman. Her father was Joachim and mother was
Anna. She was engaged 1o a young man named Joseph. Mary's family lived with
their relatives and neighbours in a small village. Their days were passing in a
normal pace. Mary's parents were devout and God-fearing people. She grew up
with their love and care. Like her parents Mary was also very pious. God had
already selected Mary to be the mother of His son. Before her birth God had
separated her from the others so that she would be free from the original sin.

Mary was immaculate and without the original sin. She was startled at the
address of the angel Gabriel. Thinking the message of the angel as unrealistic,
she asked the angel how 1t could be possible as she was still a virgin. The angel
told her that nothing 1s impossible for God. So, she would conceive by the
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power of the Holy Spirit. Because the one who was to be born, he would be
known as God's Son. As Mary had deep faith in God, she said "Yes". And
through this "Yes" the plan of God had become a reality.

Joseph, husband of Mary, was a virtuous, God-fearing and humble person. He
was a carpenter by trade. Mary became pregnant even before their physical
union. Afier learning this, Joseph wanted to leave her quietly. But God sent angel
Gabriel to Joseph. He informed Joseph about God's plan. He encouraged him not
to be afraid of taking Mary as his wife. For Mary was with child by the power of
the Holy Spirit. And the son she would give birth would be known as God's son.
Joseph did everything as the angel told him. He accepted Mary as his wife and
Jesus as his son. In this way, God sent his only Son in the family of Mary and
Joseph. He is the only Son ol eternal God, Lord Jesus Christ. "You are Christ, the
Son of the living God" (Mt. 16: 16), by saying this like St.Peter, we put our trust
in Jesus. Because of his coming into the world, the humankind obtained favour
and salvation.

Task : Write down three qualities of Mary.

Lesson: 2 Meaning of the name *Jesus’

We all have one or more names. Each name is beautiful. We are known to others
by this name. Usually we get this name at our baptism.

For each one's name we find many literal meaning or synonyms. Some names
also have historical or internal meaning. When these names are explained, many
significant meanings are found. There are many names in the Bible that are
connected to some events or some particular plan of God. For example, meaning
of the name "Moses' is to pull out from the water. When we hear this name and
1ts meaning, we remember of a specific incident.

Israel, the chosen people of God, went through slavery under king Pharaoh of
Egypt. The king was afraid of the increasing number of Israelites. Thus, all male
children were killed at Pharaoh's order. Moses was the son of an Israelite. His
mother put him inside a basket and floated it in the river so that the soldiers
could not kill him. Later when the daughter of Pharaoh went bathing in the river,
she heard the cry of child in the reed. The child was very beautiful.
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She pulled him out of the water and nursed him. She gave him the name Moses
because he was pulled out of the water. This Moses freed his people from slavery
of Pharaoh. The one who was pulled out of the water saved his people from
danger.

Although the chosen people of God were freed from the slavery of pharaoh
through Moses, they could not be free from their sins. God wanted to form and
guide His people through kings, judges. priests. elders and prophets. The
ungrateful people forgot God. Over and over they sinned against God. To save
the human kind from the stain of sin, God himself came to live with His own
people, guide them and led them to the heavenly kingdom.

While sending His beloved Son in the womb of Mary He gave him a name.
Angel Gabriel told Mary that the name of this Son would be 'Jesus'. Meaning of
this name is 'God saves'. God revealed Himself with this name to humankind as
their saviour. He is the forgiving God, who came into this world to save
humankind. Through His Son God disclosed His identity to the human beings.
Son of God was known by this name. This name is the greatest of all names.
Humankind was redeemed by this name. Through this name, the blind, the
cripple, the mute, the leper were healed. Hearing this name, the devils ran away
and the dead rose to life. With the strength of this name the disciples preached
the word of Jesus, the 'Christ'.

Lesson 3: Meaning of the name *Christ’

Jesus spoke in Hebrew and Aramaic. The holy Bible was written in Hebrew and
Greek. Later it was translated in Latin, English and other mother tongues. That
is why it is important to explain some of the names or words used in the Bible.
In order to find out the true meaning, one needs to know their origins.

"Christ" is a Greek word. This word was translated from the Hebrew word
"Messiah" or mashiach. Messiah means "anointed", and thus, the meaning of
Messiah or Chrst 1s anointed. The word Christ 1s put together with Jesus,
because He has been sent and anointed by the Father. He is known as Christ. He
fulfilled the wish and plan of the Father.

We know that a particular person of a lineage, society or nation 1s given a
specific responsibility. For this the person 1s first chosen and nominated. At
times this person is dedicated for the specific task through some social rituals.

In the society of the Israelites there were some such traditional rituals. The
kings, priests or prophets from this nation were chosen this way. Those who
were to be dedicated specially to do God's work were anointed. There are many
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such stories in the Bible. Jesus was dedicated to fulfil the will of the Father. He
was a king, a priest and a prophet all at one time. He was not like the other kings.
His kingdom 1s eternal and everlasting.

Alter the birth of Jesus, the angels proclaimed to the shepherds "A saviour has
born to you today in the city of David, He is Christ the Lord." God chose and
nominated Jesus before his birth. He was born at the will of God and through the
influence of the Holy Spirit.

Father sent him into this world by making him holy. During the time of baptism
God the Father anointed Jesus in the presence of the people and revealed him by
saying, "You are my only Son, [ am pleased with you." For this reason, the Son
of God is dedicated, holy and known as Messiah or Christ. And by offering His
life on the cross. He fulfilled the wall of the Father.

Lesson: 4 Christ is Lord

Lord 1s the Leader of all. He is the creator, giver of lite, sustainer and saviour. He
has power over everything in this world, even over death. The word "Lord"
connotes the divinity of God. In the Old Testament God introduced himself as
"Lord". From that time onwards the Israclites addressed Him as Lord. Lord
signifies His overall authority and power.

In the New Testament Jesus is addressed as Lord as well. The reason is that He
is the only Son of God. Through Him God revealed Himself. He freed
humankind from the hands of sin. In the New Testament Jesus 1s acknowledged
as God, because He is the Lord of heaven and earth.

Jesus 1s Christ the Lord. Jesus Himself revealed this to His disciples at various
times. His divinity 1s made known through His actions of restoring sight to the
blind, enabling the cripple to walk, making the mute talk, and healing the sick.
He has revealed his divine power by forgiving the sinners and giving life to
the dead

In His public life preaching, many people were healed and they called him Lord.
By calling Him Lord, they expressed their respect and gratitude to him. After His
resurrection, faith of the people was much deepened. The apostles recognize
Him as "My Lord, My God" and proclaim Him as "He is the Lord".

We also call Jesus Lord. We present our petitions to the Father in His name. In
the beginning of some prayers we start by addressing Him "Lord Jesus". After
every prayver we conclude by "in the name of Jesus". He conquered death,
resurrected, and the Father bestowed on Him all the powers. We can fully
depend on Jesus. I1e brought salvation to all humankind. People have witnessed
His power, honour, and glory.

Task : Write down two examples of how Jesus revealed His spiritual power.
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Lesson: 5 Christ is true God and true Man

In this chapter we shall come to know Jesus Christ as the only Son of God. We
have already learned that Jesus Christ was born from God as a human being. He
18 God and Lord. We have understood the meaning of the name of Jesus and have
known Him as Chrst. As Disciples of Chnst we all believe m 1t and
acknowledge it.

In the lengthy discussion of this chapter
we have come to know that Jesus is God
and He is also human being. Jesus became
man from God. He is true God and
frue man.

A human being has body, mind and soul.
He/she is born with body-mind-soul and
then gradually he/she grows up in human
nature. God has created human being in a
very special way different from other
creations. He has given human being
intellect and will power which 1s not
present in other ll]jngs or animals. Thal  as fully God and fully human, Jesus Christ offered
is why human being is different from Himsclf

other animals.

Being born m the womb of a woman Jesus possessed the nature of
body-mind-soul. He grew up in a fully human nature. He united Himself with all
the joys and sorrows of human beings. In nature and shape IHe is fully human.
There were wrong perceptions about God's human nature. The Church Fathers
and scholars have confirmed that Jesus is human from God.

Jesus possesses two natures: human and Godly. He is completely God as well as
human being. With all His human body, intellect, will power and actions, He is
a true human being. Even as a human being He 1s differeni, because He 1s God
and Man. United in Godliness and lordship, He is fully God. He died on cross.
Later, by rising from the grave, He brought salvation for humankind. Through
Him we have all been given the opportunity to go to heaven. All who live in faith
receive new life, for Jesus is the way, the truth and the life.

Exercise
1. Fill in the gaps
l. eereceecneenne.. was addressed as full of grace.
2. od ig.aecher
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3.
4.
2

His name shall be...........ccecee..
He will be the ... OF all humankind.
The meaning of the name of Moses is to be pulled from.................

Match left side with the right side

Left side Right side
1. ¥Youare my * conquered death
2. Jesus = Jesus is different
3. Jesus is the way = true man
4. He is true God and = only Son
5. Even as a human | = the truth and the life

Multiple Choice Questions

What is meaning of the word ‘Christ’?

a. nominated b. sent
¢. anointed d. savior

What is meant by the word ‘Lord*?
a) miraculous power b) divine power
¢) priesthood d) priestly rights

Read the following passage and answer questions 3 and 4

Dip is a pious person. He goes to "A" place to preach the word. There he
discovers a person who 1s mvolved with drug addiction and all other unsocial
activities and is also physically sick. By his prayer, service and preaching Dip

heals their physical and mental illness.

3.

Who inspired Dip to do the above work?

a. Peter d. Jesus

¢c. Paul d. John

Through the works of Dip, people of “A™ can receive
a. new life

b. service

¢c. ¢ love
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5. Which of the following is correct?

a. i b. i
c. i&ii d. i, ii, & iii

Creative Questions

1.

Jui is engaged to Dany. Although poor, Dany was pious, God-fearing and
humble. He worked in a factory at a poor salary. He thought of himself as
unworthy husband for his wife. So he wanted to leave his wife secretly. He
went to the priest and told everything. But the priest told Dany about Jui.
"Jui is a simple. humble and devout girl. Do not be afraid to accept Joi as
your wife." Dany did as the priest advised him.

a. What is the name of the king of Judea?

b. Why did God send His beloved Son in the womb of Mary?!
c. What aspects of Joseph can be found in Dany - Explain.
d

The stimulus has some similarities with the story of Joseph? Justify your
comiment.
Proshanto is a social worker in an area. He 1s very pious in his personal and
family life. He helps the poor of the village by giving them medicine, cloth
and food. The villagers, learning about his greatness, started bringing the
sick to him so that they can be healed by his touch. He told the people, 'T
cannot do this work. Only Jesus can do it.'

a. What is the meaning of the word “Messiah™?

b. Why is Jesus addressed as “Lord’?

c. What qualities of Jesus are evident in Proshanto - Explain.
d

Do you think all qualities of Jesus are evident in Proshanto? Justify your
comment.

Short answer questions

1.

Which angel brought the message to Mary?

2. What kind of person was Mary’s husband?

3

What name was kept to Mary’s son?

Descriptive questions

8
&
8

Why was Jesus called Christ? Explain.
Describe how the Son of God is true God and true man.
Why was the title Lord given to the Son of God? Explain.

2025



Chapter Two
God’s Creation is the Greatest

The Creator God has created everything. All His creations are paramount. Every
creation reveals the magnitude of God. The creation of God has a focal objective
and that is the glory of God. He is beautiful and holy; He is present everywhere
all over the world. Human being is the greatest of all the creations. Man has been
given the right to dominate over all other creations that is to take care of those
creations. Taking care of all creations 1s one of the important responsibilities of
man. At the same time, human obligations include to praise and glorify God.

The greatest creation human being

At the end of this chapter, we will be able to—
« explain the objective of creations,
« explain-‘every creation is preeminent’.
* describe the revelation of God in His creation.
e offer prayer of appreciation for the beautiful creations of God.

Christian Beligion Studies, Class-7, Forma-2
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Lesson: 1 Objective of creating human being on earth

The mystery of God's creation for the salvation of human being is significant.
His creation is the foundation of planning of salvation. His creation is the
beginning of the history of salvation. "The one and only God started the task of
creating the firmament and the earth in the ancient time."(Genesis 1.1).He is the
creator of all the things both visible and invisible.

Man is the best of all His creations. Besides being the best, human being is
committing sins by means of free will. Because of sins committed by man the
beauty of the best creation of God has been damaged or destroyed. To salvage
human being from the clutches of destruction God has sent His Son. On the
arrival of His Son, the mystery of creation has attained completion. We have
come to know about the only son of God Lord Jesus Christ in the First Chapter.
The mystery of this new creation was decided since the very beginning of
ancient time in the Jesus Christ.

Nothing existed before the creation of this world. In order to create God required
no assistance. God has expressed all his absolute power through His creation. He
1s the one and only almighty God. God created the world within six days and
took rest on the seventh day. God looked at His creation at the end of each day's
creation. To Him those were "excellent". On the sixth day, at the end of His
creation He declared, "Everything is very excellent” ( Genesis 1.31 ). So, we can
say that God's creation is the greatest.

"The almighty God has created human being in His own image; He has created:
man and woman." Human being is the best of His creations. The prime reason is
that God has created human being as His own image. He has given human being
His own look, nature and habit. He has revealed Himself in the human beings.
He has instituted friendship with human beings.

Man is an individual different from other materials and animals. He is great with
his own characteristics. Man 1s not any material, rather a person. It is a great
creation with the combination of body, mind and soul. Man has knowledge.
intelligence, wisdom, conscience and will power. Man has self dignity. Human
being can discover the nobility of God with his knowledge and love for him. He
can feel His greatness, sing of His glory. Only man can know and love the
Creator.,
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Another significant [eature of the creation of man 1s that human being has been
created in two distinct type-man and woman. Therefore, both man and woman
have been created as the own image of God. As human being man and woman is
the possessor of equal dignity. Again with their individual characteristics they
are men and women. They are neither subordinate to another nor mferior to each
other.

God has created human being as man and woman so that they can become
partner of each other. "It is not good for a human being to remain alone; so I shall
grow up such an individual for one who will help another and be other's suitable
partner"(Genesis 2.18). As person they are individual, and as woman and man
they will take and give assistance to each other. Both of the individuals are so
excellent to God.

Lesson: 2 God’s self revelation through His creation

Our growth is going on since our birth. Along with this growth, whatever we see,
are created by God. Earlier we have learned so many things about the creation
of God and how the world came mto bemg. Writers compose rhyme, poem,
story, drama or composition on this beautiful earth. Many reveal the beauty of
the creation through painting. On the beauty of the
creations beautiful songs are composed and sung to
appreciate the creations in beautiful tune.

It 15 the glory of God being revealed and
appreciations  being sung  through  these
understanding of wus about creations. Our
concentration and devotion to God is very profound.
Because "Everything was given existence by him;
whatever has got existence, has not

God's self revelation through

got existence without Him" (Jolm 1: 1-3). He has His sreation

exposed Himsell to the world through His creations.

"At the very beginning The Almighty God started creating the firmament and the
earth" (Genesis 1.1 ). This very first line of The Bible expresses introduction of
creations. We can understand by it that God has created everything that exisis
except Himself. He is the only God. All were created by Him, whatever has
existence in this world.
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With the arrival of the Son of God He has revealed the completion of His
creations. In fact, He is the first and the last. Everything depends on Him. He
basically has revealed Himself through everything. He has revealed Himself to
human beings and builds up a nation to reveal Him completely. He 1s the only
God who has created "the Heaven and the earth."” (Isaiah 43:1).

God has mainly expressed His love and affection to human beings through this
creation. He 1s the source of love and He Himself 1s love. It is He who has taught

us how to love. We can love our God by loving and taking care of His creations.

‘Task : Express your feelings by writing rhymes, poems or paragraph or
drawing picture on The Creations.

Lesson: 3 Every creation is unique

As the best of all creations every human being should have detail knowledge
about the creation of God and the uniqueness of the creation. The most
important is- it is very significant to know about God who has created
everything. Everything has been created to glorify God. All creations bring forth
welfare to man either this or that way round. Every creation is the paramount.
The Creator who has created all the great creations, how unsurpassed He 1s!

God has given completion to the cosmos through his creations. Everything was
dark, empty or zero before the creations came into being. God existed in the
emptiness. He undertook a task that He would create. Accordingly Ie expressed
all His power through His creations. He 1s the almighty and only God. He said
let there be creations and within this uilerance everything was created. He
created the universe and human being in six days and on the seventh day He took
rest. At the end of every day's creations He declared His own creations to be "the
best". At the end of the sixth day after creating all. Ie declared all to be "the very
best" (Genesis 1: 31 ). And on the seventh day He stopped and took rest.

At the end of every day's creation He observed, evaluated and judged His
creations. He Himself assessed. He found that the creation has been very good.
e was satisfied with His creation. e was happy to say that every creation has
been good i.e. "unique".

Task : Prepare a list of things you see around you as unique.
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Whatever God has created, everything is the best. God has enjoyed that very
greainess every day. It 1s the sin and fall of human being which is not good. Sin
is not created by God rather it is the misuse of the liberty of will of human being.
The natural resources like land, water, air etc cannot be exploited for the
greediness and luxuriousness of human being. The necessity and importance of
these in human life is unlimited. Nature gives us life. food and gives us protec-
tion as well. One unique creation serves the other.

God said "the very good" or "everything is unique" after He has created human
being. Therefore you are great, I am great, all men are great as well. This
greainess of man is exposed in his domination and lordship. The greatness of
creations has to be preserved to retain the greatness of human being.

Man must affirm his own greatness first in order to take care and dominate over
the other creations. Otherwise he will not be able (o direct and nurse the creation
towards greatness. To nurse the creation is the responsibility of all of us. God has
created human body not for slavery. Man shall take care of creation, and the
creation has also been created to serve mankind. Man should express his
atfection and gratitude to the creation and take care of the creation in order to get
that service.

Nature has been tormented, tortured and exploited in ditferent ways. As a result
adverse impact of il is seen in nature. Excessive use of land, walter, air should be
resisted in this age of industrialization. If the use of these resources are
controlled. they may become more resourceful. It should be maintained that not
only the powerful people but also the poor may be benifited by them.

The manufacturing of luxurious materials should be brought under control to
preserve the created resources. As a result the life of human being will be simple
and easy. Land. water, air have been so badly polluted that the created resources
have become unhygienic and filthy. But Land, water, air have their own divine
beauty. God told Moses, in a burning bush, "Take off your foot wear, as where
you are standing on is a sacred land" (Exodus 3.5). This is relevant in regards of
all creations of God. Man should live in the midst of creations with this in mind.
One should take care of creations and love man. To serve and love God 1s
revealed through the taking care and serving mankind, with this the greatness of
creation is exposed as well.

| Task : All the students of the class can take part in a tree plantation activity
in the garden of school campus.
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Exercise
Fill in the gaps
1. Man has been given his own look ... and nature.
2. Man should not live............ .
3. Theyare .............to each other as male and female.
4. One unique creation ............ the other.
5. Each of the creations bring........to mankind in anyway:.

Match the left side with the right side

Left side

Right side

a. The beginning of the history of liberty
Christ established

Man has his

All creation is

Both of them according to the view of
God

o o n o

friendship with man.
self dignity.

a unique creation.
the very great

is in the body, mind and
soul.

Multiple Choice Questions

1. What has God exposed His absolute power through?

a. through a sentence b. through His creation
c. through Jesus Christ c. through some miraculous works

2. What responsibilities did God bestow onto man?

a. to create some new things b. to enjoy only

¢. to dominate over the world d. to take care and nurse the creations.

Read the following passage and answer Questions 3 and 4

Ashim is earning a good amount of money by cutting trees and producing
different luxurious items. Men are comforting themselves in extravagances
and enjoying some more facilities by furnishing their dwelling places. But the
wastes and filths of his industry is polluting the water of the river beside.
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3. The teaching that can bring change in the mentality of Ashim is-
a. to love the creation
b. a life of simplicity

c. giving up comforts in extravagances

Which one is correct of the following?
a.1and 11 b.1and i1
c. ii and iii d. i, ii and iii
What is expressed through the activities of Ashim?
a. glorification of God
welfare of man

b
¢. self interest
d. madness of creation

Creative Questions

1. Apurbo has build up a beautiful farm. There are cows, different types of
birds, swans and chickens, plants and a garden of different kinds of flowers.
He takes care of all these with sincerity and affection. He laboriously works
for the development of the farm. He earns much money by selling milk
from cows and flowers of the garden. He helps the poor after fulfilling his
own needs. Apurbo 1s glorfying and appreciating God through this work.

a. What did God create on the 6™ day?

b. Why did God create man as embodiment of Him?

c. Explain what responsibility is Apurbo shouldering as man?

d. " In the activities of Apurbo as the best of creations of God, the glory and

praises of God has been revealed,"- Present some argument's in favour of this
statement.

2. Scenario-1

Going to a study tour Seema saw the ‘Shalbon’ in Modhupur area very
beautifully decorated. chirping of birds being echoed. Scenery and environment
of *Shalbon’ captivated Seema.
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Scenario-2

On World Environment Day Joya came to know that the earth is losing its
ecological balance due to cutting of trees and for not taking proper care of
natural environment. And for this reason different types of natural disasters are
arising every year. The earth is getting warmer day by day. Joya thinks that God
has created a beautiful world and men are destroying it.

How was everything before all were created?
Why did God create man as unique?
Explain- what has been revealed of God in the first scenario?

ool L -

Do you think Jova will be able to bring changes by taking care
of environment and affection for the same to her known scenery?
Give your own opinion.

Short answer questions

1. What is the main objective of creation?

What are duties of man?

What did God create on the sixth day?

What did God tell Moses in the burning bush?

How do all the creations of God look like?

Wh B b

Descriptive Questions

1. Discuss the objective of creating man in the world.

2. Analyze- man has been given the responsibility of looking after
and preserving the beautiful nature.

3. Discuss in details-why God has created man as male and female.
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God has given every human being body, mind and soul. Body is outside and
mind is in deeper interior. Mind is invisible, but whatever is happening inside the
mind can be perceived from outside mn many respects. Soul is 1n the deepest
state. It takes much time for us to reach there. Even then whatever exists there 1s
the most valuable. Our body is mortal. When the body is out of order mind also
exhausts. But the soul shall remain forever. With this immortal soul of us God
draws similarity. Human entity consists of body, mind and soul. Again the
greatest human entity is created as man and woman. This woman and man have
equal dignity. Now we shall look at the deeper meaning of this human entity

Chapter Three
Man- of Body, Mind and Soul

which consists of body, mind and soul.

Man- of body, mind and soul

At the end of this chapter, we will be able to—

describe human being of body and soul

explain what the soul is

explain that human body is enlivened with the entity of soul
describe that human being is created as man and woman
inspire to keep body, mind and soul holy

respect both man and woman equally.

Christian Beligion Studies, Class-7, Forma-3
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Lesson 1: Human being - of body, mind and soul

Human being is at the same time of body, mind and soul. Body, mind and soul
are one. There are skin, flesh and seed in a mango. All these are part of a mango.
These three together is a mango. Like this, body, mind and soul are one. They are
three parts of a single man., "The Lord and the only God picked up some dust
from the earth and made out human being and gave life by blowing into the nose
and man became a lively being."- is written in the Bible. This speech from the
holy Bible makes us understand that God has created man according to His own
desire. It is Human being composed of body, mind and soul who has become the
greatest of all creations. Now we shall know about body, mind and soul.

Human body: Human body 1s the part of the dignity of the embodiment of God.
Body is the temple of sacred soul because human body is enlivened with the
soul. Human body with Christianity becomes the temple of the soul so human
body is very important. We should remain very careful about taking care and
preserving sacredness of the body.

Importance of human body: We are created as the embodiment of God. God
has no body. But God has given human being a beautiful body. This body is
visible and we work with it. Human body has many limbs and organs. Human
body has head, face, nose, eve, ear, hand, leg etc. Every part has its own
work. For instance, we think with our head, speak through mouth, hear with our
ear, see with eyes, do different types of work with hands, walk or run with legs.
The role of human body is very important. We can easily feel the importance of
body when we see the sorrows of physically impaired people. The easy and
normal life of man is hampered with the impairment of an organ of human body.
Not only these, we do all kinds of work by using human body. The work of
mvisible God is being done by means of human body. Different types of feelings
and attitudes are expressed through human body. Many say, physical expression
is more forceful than verbal language. Thus human body is very important.
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Taking care of the human body: Taking care of the human body which is the
blessing of God 1s earnestly necessary. Decoration of the body in extravagance
or using costly materials does not imply the
taking care of human body. More importantly
keeping the body clean, taking regularly
necessary food, taking proper medical
treatment when sick, wearing suitable dress in
accordance with weather, doing limited labour,
physical exercise and rest are specially
remarkable.Along with the looking after the
body, the sacredness of the body should be
taken care of. In many respects, man abuses the
use ol human body. For instance, they become
addicted to different types of drugs; instead of 12ke carcof h“df" by excrcise
taking care of the body, by hurting it they damage the human body. But God
wants us to respect our body and respect others as well. Whatever physical
condition we might at, we should accept the self physical entity accordingly. We
can be respectiul to our body by accepting our physical shape, structure, color of
the body etc. We should not commit any sin consciously using our body. We
should always remember that our body is the temple of sacredness. God Himself
dwells in it

Task : Draw a table like the following. Write down three good functions |
of the following organs and share with your side partner.

Head Hand leg
Eye Ear Mouth

Let us sing a Togore song-
I know that I have to offer everything | have

All my wealth is, speeches from you- God
Sighting with my eyes, hearing with ears
Skillful work of my hand, 1 serve, way of the world
Everything shall have to be offered, everything.
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Lesson 2: Misuse of human body

An individual person does not utilize human body, the best presentation from
God properly. Human beings are being victims of complicated diseases. For
instance AIDS is one of these diseases. Even by committing suicide man
disgraces human body. Different complexities may arise if one does not accept
oneselfl properly or without having complacency with the God gifted body. In
many respects human person cannot take proper care of human body due to
neediness, hunger and poverty. As a result, we find human being lying by the
roadside or in the dustbin. This scenario is very pathetic. Human being often
tortures others physically. Sometimes even human person kills human person.
Presently every day we see and hear this type of happenings. Women and
children are being physically tortured and becoming the victims of sexual
abasement. As a result, fundamental human right 1s broken. Human body 1s
damaged as a result of accidents. In fine, human persons are making misuse of
human body sometimes intentionally sometimes by being victim of situation.

Physical disability: Some people are born with physical shortcoming in human
society. Some organs are not al proper stage or do not function properly. As a
result, their sorrows knows no bounds. They become dependent on others. We
have so much responsibilities for them. We should be kind to them. We should
help them when necessary. We have read in the holy Bible many times, Jesus
cured these many physically challenged people. In this way, He showed them
respect.

Task : What are our responsibilities towards physically impaired brothers
and sisters? Discuss in group. You can take a decision to visit any
physically disable person at your residential area. Then discuss what can

be done for them.

Lesson 3: Mind and its importance

God has given us mind along with our body and soul. We can think with this
mind. We feel whatever we think and whatever we feel we reflect it into work.
We find mental strength from mind. According to great men, human mind is very
powerful. The will power comes from mind. This will power 1s known as mental
strength. This mental strength 1s principal driving [orce of human being. Tt is a
special blessing from the sacred soul. So the happiness and sacredness of mind
1s very important. Even the physical happiness or unhappiness depends on the
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happiness or unhappiness of mind. On the contrary, physical fitness or unfitness
may influence upon mind. When body is fine, mind also goes fine. Sometimes
due to physical illness. mind goes unhappy. So it is said- sound body in sound
mind. So the refinement of soul depends on mental refinement and sacredness.
We can realize our crimes due to our mind. Crime harms soul. Owing to this,
man expresses his whole personality or whole of the man through his/her
expression mode of his/her mind. Mind has immense importance. The happy and
normal life of a person depends on the normal spontaneity of mind. That is why
mind has immense importance.

Mental soundness is more imporiant than being physically [ine. because in spite
of physical ailment, normal life can be continued. But when a man becomes
mentally ill, his/her mental spontaneity cannot be continued. Mind is our driving
force. Mental strength is intellect and will power. We can think argumentatively
with our intellects. Our life is controlled by will power. Liberty of man comes
from the will power. The ability to judge good or bad comes from this Liberty. I
the thinking power is well, then every other task is well done. Presently we see,
different way outs are decided to control mind scienfifically.

The importance and influence of mind in the life of belief is immense. Belief and
mind are reciprocally related to each other. Manners and works of belief are
directed and controlled by mind. Saints and preachers could lay down their lives
due to their self confidence and determunation. They could sustain different
types of suflerings and tortures.

Again sometimes we observe that even being physically impaired; some people
contribute the civilization by his/her determination and higher will power. We
can mention here the names of scientist Stephen Hawkings and Helen Keller.
Though being physically impaired they had determined confidence. Owing to
this, they could give some memorable contributions for mankind. Again we
observe that physical fitness i1s related with mental spontaneity. For want of
mental soundness man falls in illness for many times. Now a days often we hear
that due to excessive anxiety and mental pressure man becomes the victim of
high pressure, cardiac disease, diabetic or mental disorder. For lack of sound
mind nothing 1s in likeness. If mind can be directed and controlled properly, all
works become very fine and proper. For this reason, elders tell you to be
atlentive, (o give concentration.
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Functions of mind
We have certainly perceived the importance of mind. Now we shall find some
important assignments of mind.

1. Mind is the force of spiritual life. We call this force as inner sight with
which we judge and consider life.

Mind directs and controls the whole of a man.

Mind helps to think and take decisions about any particular matter.
Mind helps to analyze any matter argumentatively.

S b

Mental concentration helps achieve success in any matter.

Means to keep mind sound

Often our mind is upset very easily. We shall have to keep our mind sound for
the great importance of mind. Some ways have been mentioned below.

To keep faith and confidence upon God;

To keep self confidence;

To keep positive attitude and avoid being influenced by ill forces;
To think good and work good;

To live an honest life with values and keep moral life proper;

To keep good relations with all;

To maintain social customs, observe festivals with amusements;

To remain one self clean and keep the environment beautiful;

s e = L B e T o

To be in good companies;

10. To accept the directions of an honest and right person.

Besides these, there are so many things that we can perceive by our own
thinking. Actually the responsibility of keeping the mind sound goes to us.

Task : Write down what you do when you are upset and what you do to come
back to mental soundness. Share with your group.
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Lesson 4: Entity and Soul

The word Entity refers to human life or the complete human being in the Holy
Bible. This entity also means human soul which is the most valuable. Because of
this soul man has become the image of God. Soul means the sense of basic
principles of human being. God is the creator of this entity. We see in the psalm
song 139,

"You formed my inmost being; You knit me in my mother's womb.

I praise you, so wonderfully you made me; wonderful are your works! My very
self you knew; my bones were not hidden from you,

When [ was being made in secret, fashioned as in the depths of the earth. Your
eyes foresaw my actions; in your book all are written down;

My days were shaped, before one came {o be.
How precious to me are your designs, 0 God:
How vast the sum of them!

Were I to count, they would outnumber the sands; to finish, I would need
eternity."

Soul

We have known it earlier that God has created us with an immortal soul. Because
of this soul we are said to be the image of God. The difference between body and
soul is-body is mortal but soul is immortal. Soul is the special presentation of
God. We call soul the 'life'. The soul of God has been given inside us. In the Holy
Bible it is mentioned "The Lord and the only God picked up some dust from the
earth and made out human being and gave life by blowing into the nose and man
became a lively being."

The human body is enlivened with the entity of soul

Whatever we say man- body, entity, soul-altogether is one man. That means
human being is an entity made as the image of God is at the same time an entity
of body and soul. Human body enjoys the same dignity as the image of God.
Only body has no importance. The body is glorified when it comes in touch with
soul and attains dignity. With the touch of entity of soul human body is enlivened
i.e. gets life. This body in the shelter of Christian soul has been created to be the
temple of holy soul.



24 Christian Religion Studies

1. Soul and body are closely related. Owing to the entity of soul human
body becomes lively. Body and soul together make up a unique man
in which his/‘her nature is expressed.

2. Every entity of soul is created by God, which is not only produced by
father mother. Soul of man is immortal. Though it gets separated with
the death it 1s not destroyed. We also believe, on the dooms day it
will unite with resurrected body.

3. Saint Paul prays, may God grant people the complete sacredness:
“May their soul, life and body remain beyond any criticism for the
arrival of Jesus Christ.” Here we understand that man created by God
is much above his’/her eligibility and with special consideration only
he can be uplifted to meet God.

All these matters are very abstract and mysterious. It is difficult for us

to understand. but we accept it with belief. It is a matter of profound meditation.

Task : Sit down all together in a nice and quiet environment. Close your
eyes. Meditate for five minutes, God has created you with body, mind and soul.

Lesson 5: Human being created as man and woman

Man may not be alone, that is why God has created this beautiful earth,
organisms and all other things. Last of all He has created human being. At first
He has created man. The first man 1s Adam. He has kept him in a garden called
Eden ol heaven. But God has understood the loneliness of Adam. So at one point
He said: "Man should not live alone. So [ will grow up some one especially for
him who will help him, be his worthy companion." God has created all ereatures
of land and birds of sky with clay. Thereafter He asked man to pick up names for
other creatures. Adam has named all. But no one could be found to be the
companion of human being out of other creatures, because man is quite different
from other creatures. The ultimate loneliness of man could not be fulfilled.

Then God has given Adam a kind of drowsiness. Ile has fallen in deep sleep. At
that time, he picked up a rib of Adam’s body and then coverd that part with flesh.
Then He has formed a woman with that rib picked up {rom chest and brought her
to man. At this man said:

"At last, this is bone from my bone, flesh from my flesh! She should be woman,
since she has been picked up from man!"
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That is why man gets united with his wife leaving his father-mother and
becomes one body. This 1s how man and woman has been created

Woman and Man: Equality and Ditference

God has created woman i.e. Eve like Adam whose nature is similar to that of his.
Adam's life partner has not been created imitating any other creation; rather she
has been created with one part of man. This is why no sooner has man seen
woman he perceives that it is she his worthy pariner. He has physical and mental
relation with her. Both of them are equally possessor of human entity, but in
different ways. Because man is man. woman 1s woman. The first identity of both
of them is that they are human being. They are reciprocal to each other. This is
because they want to get united with each other. They feel the attraction of
getting united. But one should know the equality and difference between man
and woman.

Equality Difference

1. God has created man as His |1, In regards of physical structure woman
own image, He has created woman as %nd‘ i h?lw? certair{ differences.

4 : articularly their sexual organs are
i ominage sl difTerent. E}lr}r this man and wamii can be
known separately. More over man’s body
is comparatively by strong but woman’s
body is soft. There are differences in the

dress.
2. Both woman and man have body,|2. God has empowered man and woman
mind and soul. indifferent ways. For example, woman

can conceive and give birth. Man does
not have this ability.

3. Both woman and man have needs |3. Certain differences are remarkable in
of body, mind. soul and society. the cases of exchange of feelings,
expression of emotion. Men are
comparatively more rigorous, they
cannot express all their feelings easily.
Women are comparatively soft and

emotional.
4. Both man and woman have sense [4. Men believe in physical strength. The
of self dignity and rights. strength of women lies in their mind and

heart. They have more internal force.

5. Women have some manly qualities;| 5. In regards qualities men and women
men have some womanly qualities. have differences.

Christian Beligion Studies, Class-7, Forma-4
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6. Women are capable of doing any
type of work like men.

6. In social consideration particularly in
male dominating society men and
women have differences and
dissimilarities. Women are exploited in
many ways. They are robbed of their
due rights. There are differences
between male and female children in the
question of facilities.

We normally observe the aforementioned matters. But psychologists say that a
man has 51 % manly entity and 49% womanly entity. Together these two form a
complete man. On the contrary a woman has 51 % womanly entity and 49%
manly entity. Together these two form a complete woman. But both men and
women are created by God. To God they all are equal. Neither of them 1s

superior to the other. More importantly they have equal dignity as human being.

Task : Write down five differences and dissimilarities between men and women
surrounding yvou and share in small groups.

Exercise
Fill in the zaps
1. In social consideration particularly in --------society men and women have
differences and dissimilarities.
2. God has created our soul in -—--==-=-cem——-
3. ----—--------has been the special presentation of God.
Match left side with the right side
Left side Right side
a. Soul means ¢ has presented us a beautiful body.
b. Human body enjoys  the sense of basic principles of
¢. Soul of man is human being.
d. Man together with body, e the same dignity as the image of
mind and soul God.
e. God e has become the greatest of all. e
s« cternal. %"
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Multiple Choice Questions

1. What is our driving force?

a. body b. mind
c. leg d. head

2. What does soul mean?

a. human entity
b. human body
c. presentation of God
d. similarity with God

Read the following passage and answer Questions 3 and 4:

A48

(Gautam and Joachim are two good friends and devotees of God. Joachim always
sits at the back bench of the class and hesitates to answer the questions of the
teacher. But Gautam is his opposite. Gautam observes the situation of Joachim
and comes lorward to help him. Aflerwards Joachim takes part in the debate

competition of the school.

3. Which characteristic is absent in Joachim?

d. pOWCTr

b. mental strength
¢. sacredness

d. belief

4. Because of characteristics of Goutam, he will be-

1. self confident
ii. inspired
iii. sufferer

‘Which one of the following is correct?

a i

b, i&ii
c. 14 1il
d. i, ii & iii
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Creative Questions

1. Mr. Joseph has two children- Rony and Sumi. While taking food Mr. Joseph
offers Rony the best part of food because father wishes Rony to be a doctor.
Additional teacher has been appointed for Rony and Sumi for better progress in
studies. Sumi studies at her own will. In the result 1t 15 observed, because of
sponlaneous concenfration examination result of Sumi becomes much better
than that of Rony.

a. What did God think after He had created Adam?

b. What is the relation between soul and body?
Explain the position of women in society on the basis of the activities
of Joseph.

d. Analyze the matter of equality between man and woman after the
characters of Sumi and Rony.

2. Sourav 1s the only son of his parents. But he is not normal like others. He is
physically impaired. He has profound belief upon God. He prays to God seeking
strength so that he can do his own work. As a result he makes a good result in
JSC. e obtains government scholarship. On the contrary, his friend Palash
suffers from mental anxiety due to his color being black though he is physically
[it. He cannot do anything with concentration. Owing to his mental pressure he
falls ill.

a. What should one be aware of along with the proper care of the body?
b. What do you understand by misuse of human body?

c. What characteristics of Sourav are revealed here?

d. What can Palash do to change his situation according to you?

Short answer questions

1. What are human entity consist of?
2. What happens with the human body being out of order?
3. What does the ecstasy of soul depend on?

Descriptive Questions

1. What are the means to keep mind sound?
2. “With the touch of entity of soul human body is enlivened.”-Explain.
3. Write down the similarities and differences between man and woman.
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Chapter Four
Sin

People can sin knowingly and at the same time stay away from sin also. That is
why one has to first decide whether to sin or not to sin. Those who keep
themselves steadfast to this decision, they can go a long way to holimess. And
those who do not follow up with their decisions, it 1s mostly due to negligence.
Others who do not take any decision not 1o sin, they lack awareness of sin. Here
we shall discuss what sin is, its kind, and how to be saved from sin. This will
help us grow in new awareness of sin.

A repentant person

At the end of this chapter, we will be able to—
+ explain the meaning of sin

give details of its kind

explain about seven capital sins.

elucidate how one by controlling the seven passions stay away from
smoking or taking drugs

clarify the consequences of sin

explain the desire and ways to be saved from sin

keep far away from sin and be inspired to lead an honest life
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Lesson 1: Sin

Actions, words, thoughts or neglects that cause us to oppose the love of God and
of our neighbours or take us far away from that relationship of love are called
sins. It is the guilt against intellect, truth and pure conscience. Due to sin we
become too much attached either to ourselves or to some created objects. And
that is why we fail to love God and His people truly. We keep ourselves away
trom God because of sin. Sin destroys the superior and gentle nature of human
being. It tears down the integrity of peoples' personality and character. Now we
can say that sin is the opposing thoughts, desires, words and actions of God's
eternal commands. Like the original sin, all other sins are disobedience and
opposition to God. It is to love self or giving priority to self by neglecting God.

Task : Take a little time, quiet yourself and think, meditate - which sin
you commit,

Kinds of sin

There are many kinds of sins. We commit sins in different ways. In his letter to
the Galatians, Si. Paul says: In all of us there is lower nature, thai is, the nature
of body or emotion. This nature contradicts the Holy Spirit. When we live by our
lower nature, we commit sin, The sins that we commit due to this nature are:
adultery, impurity, wickedness, idolatry, witchcraft, hostility, quarrel, envy.
anger, dissension, fraction, jealousy, drunkenness, orgy, and the like. Those who
commit these sins, it is warned that they cannot enter into the heavenly kingdom.
Sins can be categorized from different perspectives. For example, there can be a
category of sins from the perspective of attitude towards sin or the circumstances
that are involved. Then again, sin against God, neighbour or self; bodily and
spiritual uncleanliness; thoughts, word, actions or failings are also other aspects
to categorize sins. First let us see the seriousness of sin. According to its
serlousness, sin can be divided into two groups: greater (mortal) sins and lesser
(venial) sins. Discuss elaborately about this two kinds of sin below.

Mortal sins and venial sins

Mortal sin 1s violation of God's commands. Committing this sin, human beings'
love of their hearts 1s destroyed. Due to this, they become more attached to their
lower nature and they move far away rom God, their ultimate and [inal goal of
life. They become detached from God who is the source of all happiness.
Life-blood of love is demolished. Because of mortal sin, human persons die
spiritually. Some of these sins are: murder, blasphemy, eic.
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On the other hand, venial sins are sins committed against less serious moral
precepts. In other words, when a person disobeys God for simple matters, it is
called venial sin. Many times people commit these sins without fully knowing
the matter or without their full consent. In this situation the love of one's heart
decreases little. But due to this kind of sin, love becomes weaker. Examples of
venial sins are: lying, excessive joking or laughing, talking too much, etc.
Following is a comparative discussion of mortal and venial sins.

Mortal sin and venial sin

Mortal sin Venial sin

1. Disobeying God in serious matters | 1. Disobeying God in less serious
matters

2. When love 1s exhausted and grace| 2. Love 1s weakened by venial sins.
of God is deprived of a person,| But people are not fully deprived
he/she commits mortal sin of God’s sanctifying grace,

friendship with God, and love or

eternal bliss.

3. Another characteristic of mortal sin| 3. Committing a sin out of Ignorance
is choosing evil thoughtfully and| or of not understanding a matter
with contempt fully is a characteristic of venial

sin

4. Person, place or time is of|4. Same is applicable to venial sin,
importance for mortal sin. For| but there is a certain flexibility in it
example, being hostile to a stranger
is less serious than being hostile to
one’s parents

We need to be mindful about a few matters to understand deeply about sins.
These matters are as follows:

1. One needs to have faith in the forgiveness, salvation and grace of God,
because He is infinitely forgiving. He always anxiously waits for our return
to Him. God sent His only Son into this world to save us.

2. One should never be downhearted. Always have faith and hope in God.

3. One should always be aware of sins.
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One must have the desire to avoid sins.
Develop a true conscience and to follow it.

Using one’s free will properly.

-

Always remember that God hates sins and not sinners.

Task : Name five mortal sins and five venial sins.

Lesson 2: Sin against God’s Ten Commandments

(rod gave us Ten Commandments so that we can follow him and lead a holy life
in this world. We have heard about them earlier. These commandments clearly
show us how to lead a holy life and stay away from sins. When we fail follow
them. we commit sins. In other words, these commandments contain restrictions
that cause sin. Following are some of the ways we commit sins against the Ten
Commandments:

1. by worshipping other Gods besides the only God or be attached to other
things.

by dishonouring God’s holy name. By taking God’s name in vain.

by not observing the Sabbath and praising God.

by not honouring parents and elders.

by killing others.

by committing adultery.

by stealing from others.

by telling lies or giving false witnesses.

R I R

by coveting.
10. by coveting others husband or wife.

Task : Think and write how you can avoid sinning against the
Ten Commandments.

Tendency to sin

Sin begets sin or increases tendency fo sin. Repeating the same sins give birth to
passions. Seven habits of sin are called seven passions. They are: pride, greed.
jealousy, anger, lust, gluttony and laziness. These are the main reasons for sin or
these give birth to other sins or evil tendencies. In the following section these
seven passions are explained.
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1. Pride: It is to think oneself as greater or superior to others; to giving priority
to one's own self. Due to pride people do not respect God and other people. We
know the reason for the fall of the angels, they thought of themselves greater
than God and they contested God. Our first parents (Adam and Eve) also wanted
to be equal to God by disobeying Him and sinning against God. In the present
days we see many people with lots of wealth or money who disdain others.
Many others think of themselves greater and become proud due to their
mtellectual powers or special abilities. In this way we commit sins of pride.

2. Greed: When we disparately want something that is not ours or cannot be
ours, we become greedy. If we want to have what we do not possess, we commit
sins of greed. For example, suppose a friend brought a very beautiful pen in the
school; when we see it a desire grows in us and we want to have it. Like this we
commit sins of greed.

3. Jealousy: It is not to be able to accept or tolerate or feel pain at the good of
others. We experience this many times. For example, I cannot tolerate the boy or
the girl who secures first place in the class or the teachers are extra mindful of
him/her. T feel jealousy in mind. I say bad things against the person. By being
jealous we can even harm others. The Pharisees hanged Jesus on the cross for
this reason.

4. Anger: To get angry at something is called anger.
When one gets angry, the person cannot control his/her
temper. Not only that, by getting angry, the person can
cause harm to others also. We hear it said that when a
person gets angry, he/she become ferocious like a wild
animal. We also notice that when we become angry, we
spoil the environment, utter foul words, break objects,
and even hurt others. In some cases one can even kill - /( == F
another due to extreme anger. But it is also true that -—==>7__ = :
even after getting angry and harming others, one can

understand his/her fault and repent.

i

Quarrel due to anger

5. Lust : God has given human being sexual desire to use it in constructive
purposes. When this desire is misused, it becomes "Sin'. Uncontrolled sexual
desire is lust. Some examples of lustmess are desiring human being for
enjoyment, to annoy by making ill comment, staring with the eves of lusiness
etc. We see or hear so often how different ways other people are sexually
harassed. Children, young woman - nobody 1s secure. Lust can tum people into
an animal. Those who are not self-disciplined are liable to sin.

Christian Beligion Studies, Class-7, Forma-3
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6. Gluttony: It 1s the excessive greed for food. When someone wants to eat too
much, too many times, or want to eat everything whatever he gets, it is called
gluttony. We need food to survive. But eating too much is sin. People can also
suffer from various sicknesses due to gluttony.

7. Laziness: When a person is reluctant to work or spiritual exercises, he/she is
lazy. It is to neglect one's religious duties and not doing any work. God created
us with body, mind, and soul so that we can lead a good life by performing all
religious functions and doing physical labour. Some people are not ready to do
hard work. They are very lazy and ease-loving (we commit sin by being lazy).

Lesson 3: Controlling the seven Capital sins

Since the seven capital sins lead us to evil, we need to learn how to control them.
Practising humility, learning to give importance and respect to others;
Being content with what you have without feeling greedy:

Being happy and joyful at others’ good and thanking and praising God;

Act gently at all situations by avoiding violence;

Practising self-control;

Eating moderately;

To try things wholeheartedly and not neglecting responsibilities.

SLOEh BN B LS B e

Task : Of the seven capital sins, which three cause you to sin more? Write a
prayer seeking God’s strength not to sin anymore.

Consequences of sin

We all want to live a good, beautiful and happy life. We want to live well togeth-
er. We all desire to have a beautiful, peaceful, and war-free world. But every day
we suffer and cause others to suffer in various ways. We see the  consequences
of our sins everywhere. In other words, we undergo the consequences
of our sins. Due to sin, we see the followimng:

|. Uproar and discord 6. Unfairness and injustice
2. Pain and suffering 7. Broken relationship between God and
3. Various types of sicknesses human being
4. Quarrel and separation 8. Loneliness
5. War and killing 9. Frustration and despair
10. Death

Task : Share in the group what consequences you experience in your personal
life due to sin and design a poster.
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Lesson 4: Ways to be free from sin

Sin entered into the history of humankind at the fall of our original parents, but
God at the same time promised to save them from sin. He promised to send His
only Son into this world for this purpose. God gave us free-will. He only wants
us to turn away from sin and be saved. He arranged everything for us. No matter
how grave our sins are, His mercy is always greater. We have to remember this
all the time. Even though we may be sinners, but we should never be disheartened.

In the Gospels we see how Jesus showed his mercy towards human beings. The
angel told Joseph: "You shall name Him Jesus for He will redeem His people
from sin." Same is true for the Sacrament of Communion: "This is my blood,
blood of the New Covenant, which will be shed for the redemption of all." He
created us without the help of anything. But without our cooperation, He does not
save us. He showed us many ways to become free. Some of these ways are:

l. to be aware of sins by being true to one’s conscience and to the
hope of salvation;

admit yourself to be a sinner;

be humble in admitting your sins;

repent for your sins;

promise not to sin again;

have faith in the kindness and grace of God:

forgive others and nurture the attitude of forgiving others;
confess and receive communion;

9. be converted and use your free-will properly;

10. receive the Holy Spirit and live according to His inspiration;
11. Pray and read the Bible regularly; and

12. Maintain right relationship with God and neighbours.

e B L ol

Task : Pray the following psalm (15) in two groups

LORD, who may dwell in your sacred tent?
Who may live on yvour holy mountain?

The one whose walk 1s blameless,
who does what is righteous,

who speaks the truth from their heart;
whose tongue utters no slander,



36 Christian Religion Studies

who does no wrong to a neighbor,

and casts no slur on others;

who despises a vile person

but honors those who fear the LORD;

who keeps an oath even when it hurts,

and does not change their mind;

who lends money to the poor without interest;
who does not accept a bribe against the innocent.

Whoever does these things
will never be shaken.

Text : Discuss in your group how one can stay away from sin. Then meditate
personally, make a resolution as to how you renounce sin.

Exercise

Fill in the gaps

I, Sin......ccceeeeeeere. SINS,

2. Weneed .................. for our survival.

3. Jealousy is the intolerance of other's........cccceevvvnnns
4

By getting angry, one can do something harmful, but then realizes

5. By being too greedy, one can...........ccceririvervenens

Match left side with the right side

Left side Right side

1. Sin = venial sin
2. Disobeying the regulations of God | = but not sinners

regarding small matters is = to steal
3. God hates sin * destroys beautiful and gentle
4. Sin against the Ten Commandments nature of human persons

is = repent
5. By being jealousy we * harm one another
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Multiple Choice Questions
1. How many ways can sins be categorized according to their seriousness?
a. two ways b. three ways
c. four ways d. five ways
2. Anger can be controlled by
[. Forgiving
II. Being patient
III. By prayer and reading of the Bible

Which one of the following is correct?
a. i&ii b. i1&iii
c. ii & iii d. i, ii &iii
Read the following passage and answer questions 3 and 4

Rahul gets up late from sleep and thus cannot do anything timely. One evening his
father explained to Rahul about various sinful activities and told him that it we
do these, we commit sin. He added, "You have to change these bad habiis."

3. What kind of sin did Rahul commit?
a. Greed

b. Jealousy
c. Pnde
d. Laziness
4. How can Rahul avoeid this kind of tendency of sin?
a. By practicing humility
b. Avoiding violence
¢. Trying hard
d. Following self-discipline
Creative Questions

1. Joyanto quite often takes money from his father's pocket. He spends a lot of
time with his friends. Seeing the changes in his conversation and behaviour one
day his father asked him about money. But Jovanto utterly denied it. In this way
he started acting weirdly with his friends. Gradually he involved himself with
greater crimes.
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b.
c
d

Christian Religion Studies

What kind of sin 1s it to disobey God’s commandments?

What do you understand by the seven passions or tendency to sin?
Explain the kind of work Joyanto did.

What do you think the result of Joyanto’s works might be? Justify
your response n light of the texts in the book.

(Laya, Choa, and Sumon live in the same area and read in the same class.

In the evening they meet each other.)
Laya: Choa, how are you?
Choa: I am not as bad as you are. I am fine.
Laya: Will you not go to school today? Let us go together. Choa: Will I
go on foot like you? I will go by car.
Sumon: Why are you talking with Laya like this? Are you showing off
your wealth? God will punish you.
Choa: Why will I not show ofl? Money is all. God cannot do anything to
me.

What 1s sin?

What is meant by venial sin?

What kind of sin is Choa committing? Explain.

How can Choa be saved from this kind of sin? Clarify.

Short answer questions

1. Who will not be able to enter heaven?
2. What is mortal sin?
3. Write the names of the seven capital sins.

Descriptive questions

1. Write down the ways to stay away from sin.
2. What are the consequences of sin? Explain.
3. How can the seven capital sins be controlled?
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Chapter Five
Life and Work of Savior Jesus

God Himself is love. He loved the world and sent His only son Jesus Christ into
this world, so that man can be saved through Him. Lord Jesus Christ emptied
Himself. He took the role of a servant. Being in the form and kind of man He was
born in the womb of Virgin Mary by the power of Holy Spirit. He gave man the
word of salvation. Being innocent Himself He sacrificed Himself on the cross
tor sins of other people. By being resurrected He gave us too a new life in partic-
1pation of resurrection. His whole life 1s quite a mystery. In this chapter we will
discuss some aspects of the mystery of His life. Besides we shall know about the
beginning of His public life till his entrance into Jerusalem.

£
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Jesus preaching among the people

At the end of this chapter, we will be able to—
* explain the main mysteries of the life of Jesus
¢ explain the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist
¢ explain the importance of baptism of Jesus
s explain how a baptized man can be able to contribute to build a developed
personality and elegant society
e describe the beginning of Jesus” preaching at Galilee
* explain the reason of Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem

e encouraged to follow the ways of Jesus like the disciples
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Lesson 1: Main mysteries of the life of Jesus

By the term mystery we mean something that can't be understood by general
knowledge or intelligence. As mystery is beyond our knowledge we need belief
to understand it. There is solemn mystery in the life, work, preaching, death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Father God revealed Himself through Jesus. So
Jesus said that anvone who has seen Me has seen the Father. Jesus has born as a
man to fulfill the will of Father. So the smallest mystery of Him also reveals the
love of God to us.

Jesus' mystery of sustaining body: Jesus has deep bondage of love with God.
But by the fullness of time God sent His only son for the salvation of mankind.
Being a God Ie didn't want to hold the equivalency of God. IHe absolutely
emptied Himself. He came down from heaven to earth. God chose a simple
Virgin Mary to be the mother of savior. He prepared Mary [or that. He created
her innocent so that our savior can be born in a sinless womb. Though Mary was
worried at first but she abided by God's order proving herself as 'servant of
Lord'. By this "yes" of Mary, son of God has come to this world. Being in the
form and kind of man He became humble. By taking this body he became poor,
and made us rich through His poverty. Taking the body of a man He took
everything of a man in Him, opened a simple way of salvation for mankind. We
lost our heavenly bliss by the sin of our ancestors and regained it through the
sustainability of body of the Son. He was born as a poor baby in a cowshed. Poor
shepherds were His first witness. They were praising Him.

Jesus' mystery of salvation: The whole life of Jesus is a mystery of salvation.
He spent most of his preaching time with poor, needy. oppressed and deceived
people. He did it so that people can get the taste of salvation; can be free from
miseries and from bondage of sin. But our complete salvation comes through
s shedding of blood on cross at Calvary mountain. Being innocent and sinless,
He took the burden of our sin on His shoulder. He obeyed the contemptible death
on cross. He tolerated everything. Being most obedient of Father He took
everything on Him. We gained salvation in exchange of His blood. We have
become independent.

Mystery of the unrevealed life of Jesus: Lord Jesus' daily life was very easy
and simple. He had strong faith in religious system. He was very obedient to
his parents. This obedience expresses His obedience to Father God. He told His
parents about the presence of heavenly Father in Him by saying this, "Didn't vou
know I had to be in my Father's house?" He expressed clearly that He was sent
by Father for a special mission.
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Jesus' mystery of glorification: Everything wasn't finished with the death of
Lord Jesus. He was buried and resurrected after three days. He was resurrected
and made us a part of His resurrection. So we have also an expectation that this
death is not end of life. We will have resurrection one day with Christ. Because
Jesus Himself said, "I am resurrection and I am life. He who believes in me will
get an cternal life." We have become a part of eternal life through the
resurrection of Jesus. The glorification of Jesus glorifies us with salvation.

So, the whole life of Jesus was full of mystery. From His sustaining body to
painful death and resurrection, all were signs of His mysterious life, which needs
to be revealed by faith.

Lesson 2: Baptism of Jesus Christ

Some of us took baptism in childhood. Jesus took baptism when He grew up.
But Jesus' baptism was different from that of ours. He took baptism from John to
change mind. Our baptism meant external sign or symbol which 1s set by Jesus
and recognized by church. We attain God's blessings through it. Jesus took
baptism to set up a new form of sacrament. That is to gain a new life in water and
soul.

Jesus started His new life with His baptism from John the Baptist in river of
Jordan. John addressed the people to repent for their sin and to change their
mind. He said them, "Change your mind." He told them to remove their evil
thoughts from their mind and to lead a good and honest life. In response of his
calling many tax—collectors, Pharisees, Sadducees, and sinners changed their
mind and took baptism,

One day Jesus came to John the Baptist to be baptized. Though Ie was innocent
he was baptized to show the glory of God. First John was not agreed to baptize
Jesus. He said that he himself should be baptized to Jesus. But Jesus didn't give
away. Jesus told him "Let it be so now". So John baptized Him. After His
baptism, Holy Spirit descended on Jesus as a dove. And a voice was heard from
heaven, "He is my dearest son, you all listen to Him." Everyone who was there
heard it with great surprise. This event was the beginning of Jesus'
sell-revelation as the son of God and Messiah of Israel or savior.

Task : Show the event of baptism of Jesus in role play action.

Christian Beligion Studies, Class-7, Forma-6
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Purpose and importance of baptism of Jesus:

Jesus started His missionary aciivities as a servant of the only God after being
baptized Himself. He took Himself among the sinners. By baptizing and
shedding ITis blood on the cross at Calvary Jesus sacrificed Himself for the
salvation of mankind. He sacrificed Himself at the intension of Father God.
Father God was also happy for His conseni. The spirit that was on Him during
His sustaining body was siill on Him. The door of Heaven was closed for the sin
of Adam. We get the opportunity to go to heaven by being innocent by means of
baptism. A new creation started with the descending of Holy Spirit.

With the baptism a human person being a follower of Jesus at the rebirth in water
and spirit attains a new life. IHe becomes a dear one to God through Lord Jesus.
He starts a fresh new life, where there 1s no sin. Thus every baptized man gets an
opportunity to grow with the holiness of Jesus.

Task : Discuss in group how our lives change after baptism.

Lesson 3: Preaching of Jesus- Beginning of A Journey

Jesus started His public life through His baptism. Soon after His baptism, Jesus
spent forty days in desert. There He was led by Holy Spirit and lived among the
wild animals. Angels attended Him during that time. He was tempted by Satan
and defeated him. Then He selected 12 disciples for His preaching.

John the Baptist, to whom Jesus was baptized, was put in prison and Jesus went
to Galilee. He started His work at Galilee. He said, "The time has come, the
Kingdom of Divinity is near, change your mind and believe the good news." The
main subject of his preaching was Kingdom of Divinity and repentance. In fact,
He proclaimed Father's word for the testimony of Kingdom of Divinity.

In response of this calling many people became followers of Jesus, And Jesus
selected some of them special to be witnesses of Kingdom of Divinity. He
started His preaching from the side of the sea of Galilee where He invited them
to the path of God. One day He was walking beside the sea of Galilee, He saw
Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea. He called them to
follow Him. At once they left their nets and tollowed Him. When He had gone a
little farther, He saw two sons of Zebedee- Jacob and his brother John. They
were preparing their nets in a boat. As soon as Jesus called them, they left their
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father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed Him. Thus He called
others and made them understood the hidden truth of Kingdom of Divinity.

Task : Write down the names of five persons who followed accordingly
responding the call of Jesus.

Significance of preaching:

The purpose of Jesus' preaching was to observe Father's desire and fulfill
Father's intenfion. And Father's intention 1s to save people from eternal death or
sin. Its purpose is that man can be a part of heavenly life proclaimed by Jesus,
Lord Jesus united every believers of Kingdom of Divinity and completed this
work. United mankind on the basis of belief is the church of Christ, which is the
seed of kingdom of Divinity and introduction.

Task : Share in group how you are following the way of Jesus.

Lesson 4: Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem

As the days of ascension were near Jesus took a firm decision to go to the holy
city Jerusalem. I[le knew that ITe would be killed in this city. He told His disci-
ples three times about it. By going to Jerusalem Jesus made a sign of His death,
because all prophets had to be martyred in Jerusalem. It would not be an excep-
tion to Him. | '

Jesus entering into Jerusalem
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The triumphal entry of Jesus

Jesus drew near to Jerusalem with His disciples. Many people were also
gathering to join Passover. When they heard that Jesus was also coming, they
came out to greet Him. Here the disciples brought a donkey from the village and
laid their clothes on it. Then they placed Jesus on that.

And a great multitude spread their garments on the road. Others cut down
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. And the multitudes who
went before and after Jesus cried out, "Hosanna to the son of David! Blessed 1s
who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna m the highest." Thus Jesus entered
into the temple in Jerusalem.

Purpose of entry to Jerusalem

Many people wanted to make Jesus their king. But He always rejected that. He
showed how His city accepts Him as savior through His entrance to Jerusalem.
He entered into the city on a simple donkey as the son of David, because His
ruling 1s different. He will accomplish this rule through His death and
resurrection.

Investigative task : Prepare a report on how the followers of Christ prepare

themselves during the prayers for Easter and how the pleasures of Easter can be
shared with others.

Exercise

Fill in the blanks

1. Many people wanted Jesus to make their .....................
2. Jesus entered into Jerusalem on the backofa ...............
3. The Kingdom of God is oW .......coicivviiiniiiiiiniiiiiinn
4. Jesus selected ............. disciples for His preaching.

S.Jesuswastempted by ..
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Match left side with the right side
Left side Right side

1. Father God * mystery of salvation

2. He who seen me e praised Him highly

3. The whole life of Jesus was » revealed Himself,
4. The shepherds e independent people.
5. We become e has seen Father.

Multiple Choice Questions

1. How many times did Jesus talk about His death during His preaching?
a. Twice b. Thrice
c. Four times d. Five times

2. Jesus took baptism to express-
a. Glory of God
b. Glory of angels
¢. Glory of Holy Spirit
d. Glory of John
Read the following passage and answer the questions 3 and 4.

The preachers of rural area teach children about sacrament, so that they can
differentiate good and evil and change their mind. The priests usually go once to
remote villages for preaching. Then Himel was eager to accept sacrament. Later
he was accepted with the sacrament of the church.

3. Through that program Himel accepted the sacrament of-
a. confession of sin
b. communion

c. baptism
d. Intervention
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4. Through that sacrament Himel achieved
1. blessings of God
ii. New life
11. Acceptation of church
Which one is right?
a. iand ii b. ii and iii
c. i and 1ii d. i, 1i and 1ii
Creative questions

1. Anal is a preacher. He has deep love for religion since childhood. In any
religious program Anal is ahead of all. He is criticized for his religious activities
by different people. But he continues his mission inspite of hatred and criticism.
Because Anal knows that he has to suffer for doing something better. Even his
relatives may also neglect him. But the religious teaching encouraged him to
keep patient. So he becomes an independent man by obeying God.

a. Who were the first witnesses of the birth of Jesus?

b. In which manger was Jesus born?

¢. Whose characteristics inspired Anal in his work? Explain.

d. Do you think Anal is eligible to achieve God’s blessings? Give reason in

tavor of your answer.

2. Placid is a social worker. He is working with others for the development of
society. Everyone of his locality knows about his honesty, faithfulness and
justice. A friend of him wanted to testify his honesty. So he insisted him to stop
his social activities and offered him a lot of money. But Placid ignored him. And

he continued his work strongly and appointed more workers, so that they can
continue his work in absence of him.

a. By whom was Jesus baptized?

b. What happens to a man after his baptism?

¢. By which event of Jesus was Placid encouraged and won the temptation?
Explain.

d. Jesus® calling of disciples and Placid’s appointing of workers — compare
and contrast these two incidents.

A
=
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Short answer questions
|. Why did Jesus accept His death in cross?
2. How does glory of Jesus help us?
3. What were the main things of preaching of John the Baptist?
4. Which words were heard during the baptism of Jesus?
5. Why did Jesus come down to earth?

Descriptive questions

1. Describe the event of baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist.
2. Why did Jesus go to Jerusalem?
3. Describe the event of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.
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Chapter Six
Mary’s Response to God’s Call

In spite of man's sins and going away from God, vet God's love has not
decreased a little. He gave word to man that He will send a savior. Mary played
an important role in realizing God's plan. Mary's response to God's call is an
inspiration for our life. We will read this chapter in depth of our heart with deep
faith and piety and we will try to feel the call of God in our heart and try to
respond.

The angel’s message to Mary

At the end of this chapter, we will be able to-

relate the news of the appearance of great angel Gabriel to Mary

relate the inseparable relationship of Christ with Mary

decide the place of Mary in the mysteries of the Church of Christ .

]

e to go about according to the will of God =
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Lesson 1: Great angel Gabriel’s message to Mary

The plan of God began from the fall of mankind and the promise of God. God
said to Satan that appeared in the guise of serpent, I will bring about enmity
between your race and the race of women, and between your race and her race.
For people the people of her race will strike you on the head and you will bite
them on the foot heal of them." At this promise, there is a cilation of a woman
and her race.

Mary was a virgin of Nazareth. By race a Jew. Her Father was Joachim and
mother was Anna. Before the birth of Mary her father and mother offered her to
God. And God brought her to this earth to be the mother of His Son as sinless.
One day God sent the great angel Gabriel to her. Mary was engaged with a man
named Joseph from the race of David. Coming to her the angel said, "Hail Mary
full of grace, the Lord i1s with you." Hearing the word Mary became very
disappoinied. She thought what the meaning of that greeting was! Then the
angel said to Mary "Don't be afraid Mary! You have received the grace of God.
Listen, being conceived you will give birth to a male child; you will keep his
name Jesus. He will become great. He will be known as the Son of God and man.
The Lord God will give Him the roval seal of his forefather David. He will rule
the race of Jacob. His kingdom will be unending."

Mary then said to the angel, "How can that be?" I am a virgin. In reply the angel
said, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and you will be conceived by the
power of God. That's how Jesus will be born. That holy person will be
considered as the son of God-----and see your relative Elizabeth whom the
people used to call unfertile, carrying a baby in her womb. She is in progress of
six months, because nothing is impossible for God." Then Mary said, "I am the
hand maid of God! Let it be done to me what you said!" (Luke 1: 26 - 38)

Task : Act out the message of the angel to Mary. Say the adoring prayer
after the act is worked out.

After reading this part from the Bible we can see that God sent a very important
message fo Mary through the angel Gabriel. He called Mary to be the mother of
the savior. Mary responded to that call in spite of her being disappointed. She
completely submited herself to God. She said to God, "Let what you said be done
unto me."

The virgin maid of the Nazareth was leading her life very ordinarily like the
other girls, she was dreaming to begin her conjugal life with Joseph, because the
final word of her marriage has been confirmed. There was engagement between
Christian Beligion Studies, Class-7, Forma-7
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Mary and Joseph. And right at that time the message of the angel deeply troubled
her. Mary was deeply thinking about the possible bearing of a child in her womb
being in unmarried stage. In spite of that she totally left her in the hand of God.
Because she had dependency and deep faith in God, She was very holy and a
pious woman. She was totally ready and open to obey the will of God. She called
her the maid of God. When the angel said to her that everything is possible for
God then Mary was agreed to happen any incident in her life. She did not even
think what would happen at this and what the people would think or say. Her
utmost wish was to obey the will of God in her whole life.

Task : Share with your group how you obey the will of God in your life.

Lesson 2: Undivided relationship of christ with Mary

In no way the relationship of Mary with Jesus can be separated. In fact, Mary is
the mother of God and the savior. We recognize and respect her in this way. As
such the relationship of Chnst and Mary cannot be disconnected for obvious
reason. The bond of Mary with the Church of Christ cannot be disconnected.
The mother had great unity with the son in the saving work of the mankind. This
unity has been revealed from the time of Jesus' coming in the womb of Mary till
his death.

1. Graceful: During the time of the announcement of the coming of the Lord,
great angel Gabriel greeted her calling graceful so that Mary at this special time
with the unmity of faith can respond to the call of God and for that it was
necessary to be filled with 'grace’. Mary became blessed and her holiness fully
came from Christ. With holy gifts of Christ she was saved in greater way.

2. Obedience: The heavenly angel told Mary that with the influence of the Holy
Spirit she will give birth to a male child. Though naturally it seems to be
impossible, Mary responded to that with obedience filled with faith. She
certainly knew that "Nothing is impossible for God," For the obedience and
hunulity she could say that "I am the hand maid of the Church." "Let whatever
you said be done unto me." With the consent of her own she became the mother
of the Son of God. She accepted the will of God by heart and soul. She offered
herself to her son and in his work fully. Man was dirtied with sins and
disobedience of Eve. But man was freed from sins for the faith and obedience of
Mary. Death reigned on earth for the disobedience of Eve. But life came on earth
for the obedience of Mary. She became the mother of the living being. Being
united with Jesus alone she acquired this heavenly virtue.
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3. Mary brought Jesus to Earth: Mary dedicated her whole life for Jesus.
Mary bore Jesus in her womb and offered a savior to the earth. She brought up
child Jesus providing good education and counseling. All the joys and sorrows
of Mary swrrounded Jesus. Mary tolerated seven sorrows for Jesus. Besides;
Mary underwent numerous sorrows for Jesus. But through those happiness and
sadness, the maternal glory of Mary became more beautiful and successful.
Mary always prays for the church as mother. In this way there is an exclusive
unity of Mary with Christ and the Church.

4. Mary's heavenly maternity: In the holy bible Mary is called as the "Mother
of Jesus". With the inspiration of the Holy Spirit Elizabeth greeted Mary as "The
mother of my Lord!" before the birth of her son. The church has accepted the
heavenly maternity of Mary. Mary is the mother of God. He is the Son of the
Lord also became man and who 1s God Himself, and His mother is Mary. Jesus
and Mary are united in this bond of undivided relationship forever.

5. Mary under the cross: The deep unity of Mary has been revealed during the
time of the passion of Christ when He was handed over to the enemies.

Mary under the cross



52 Christian Religion Studies

He [aced the trial and was sentence to death on the cross. At this Mary was
terribly hurt. A very heavy cross was put on the shoulder of Jesus. He staried His
journey toward Calvary taking the cross on His shoulder. Mary also walked
alongside of him. She met her dear son on the way. Jesus was crucified reaching
Calvary. Jesus suffered the crucial death for three hours before his death. At this
time of agony all the apostles fled away. But the mother of Jesus stood under the
cross courageously. As a mother during the time of sufferings of death her
presence was very strong and inspiring.

In this way Mary advanced in the pilgrimage of her faith. Till the death on the
cross she was stem in faithfulness with him. According to the heavenly plan she
was beside her son in extreme agony. She felt in her motherly heart the depth of
agony for her son. She has given loveable consent to go forward m the work of
[reedom. Before his death Jesus has given his mother to the dear aposiles as their
mother. An extra-ordinary side of Mary's maternity revealed under the cross. We
notice these three special things of Mary's maternity. These are, her maternity as
an ordinary woman,and as a human being her divine maternity as the mother of
the son of God and with the sight of faith the spiritual maternity. We can feel the
exireme revelation of Mary's maternity is at the time of standing under the cross.
Jesus himself received peace and inspiration during the time of this extreme
agony.

Handing over his own mother to John, Jesus made his mother the mother of all
men and mankind. And giving John as the son of Mary gave the whole mankind
the right of children. Before the death of Christ in presence of mother Mary this
extra-ordinary incident took place in the history of mankind. Similarly, Mary
stands beside us in time of the sadness and pain. Gives us hope, sirengthens us
and encourages us to go ahead on the path of life. And to complete the difficuli
task and to overcome all hindrances.

Task : Share an incident of your life when you felt the presence of Mother Mary. ]

6. In prayers Mary is connected with Christ and the church: Mary was with
the apostles after the ascension of her son to heaven. She was united with them
in prayers. Thus she helped in the foundation of the Church of Christ. Being
engaged in prayers with all she was awaiting for the coming of the Holy Spirit.
Mary was conceived by the influence of the Holy Spirit and always surrounded
with Jesus.
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7. Mary's virginity: Mother Mary is the mother of the son of God. The church
of Christ is admitting this from the beginning that Jesus was only born in the
womb of virgin Mary with the power of the Hoy Spirit. According to the descrip-
tion of the Holy Bible the birth of Jesus in the womb of virgin Mary is the work
of God. This is very difficult for man to understand this matter fully. In dream
appearing to Joseph the heavenly angel said to Joseph that "What was born in the
womb of Mary was in the influence of the Holy Spirit." Besides, the Church of
Christ witnessed the fulfillment of the virginity of Mary. There was a citation in
the book of Isaiah, "Look being conceived the virgin will give birth to a male
child." Mary's giving birth to the Son of God 1s a mysterious truth. That's why in
churches' worship Mary is proudly declared as "Ever virgin."

8. Mary's Virginity in God's plan: In His plan of freedom God wanted that His
Son will be born of a virgin. On behalf of the whole mankind Mary welcomed
that saving work. Her virginity 1s the sign of her faith. Her faith helped her to
become the mother of her saviour. To hold the body of flesh and blood of Jesus
in her womb Mary is rightly blessed, but she is more blessed because she
embraced Christ in faith, Through this motherhood Mary became the sign of the
church of Christ. Her relationship with Christ has become stronger.

Task : Share how you see personally the relationship of Mary with
Jesus; discuss that dividing into small groups.

Lesson 3: Mary’s place is mysterious in the Church of Christ

Mary 1s the mother of Christ and she is the mother of the Church of Christ. In
mystery of Christ the role of Marv is considered. Mary is the mother of God, the
mother of the saviour. As whatever is involved with Jesus she is also involved
with that Jesus established the church, he 1s the head of the church. Mary 1s the
mother of Jesus. That's why she 1s the mother of the church as well. In giving
birth of the church, Mary has a role, specially, the birth daie of the church, Mary
was present when on the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descended on the
apostles. Till today as the mother of the church Mary is always present there.

1. The piety of blessed Mary: The piety of mother Mary in the church of Christ
has captured a remarkable place. She has been honored as the mother of God
from the beginning of the church of Christ. Mother Mary has special place in the
worship of the church. Observation of the feasts of Mary, the piety in saying the
rosary, these are the signs of respect to Mother Mary. The faithful disciples of the
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church also pray to Mother with faith and piety. in well and owe. Not only that
many churches and grotioes in the world are built in the name of mother Mary.
There are many places of pilgrimages in remembrance of Mary, where
thousands of people go to show piety and love to mother. As a results of the faith
to mother Mary many miracles took place in different places ol the earth and still
golng on. The recitation of holy rosary 1s a strong prayer.

2. Mary the portrait of the eternity of the church of Christ: Blessed Mary 1s
sinless. The church has got holiness as it 1s connected with her. There is no
defect in it. Yet, the faithful of this church are trying heart and soul to overcome
the sins of their personal life and trying to get holiness relentlessly. That is fixing
their eyes to Mary they are making all out efforts, because in Mary the church of
Christ is fully holy in the meantime.

3. Mary is the real portrait of the church of Christ: Mary is virgin: [Her
virginity is the sign of her faith. There is no place of suspicion in this faith. This
faith is the undivided self-sacrifice of her to the will of God. Her faith made her
able to be the mother of the saviour. Saint Augusiine said, "Mary is in fact
blessed for the incarnation of the flesh and blood of Jesus to her womb, but she
1s more blessed because in faith she has embraced Christ." Mary being virgin
and mother at the same time became the symbol of the church of Christ based on
[aith, accordingly to the word of God becomes real mother. Preaching the word
and giving baptism she gives birth to the children. These children with power of
the Holy Spirit and from God take faith to an external life. She herself is that
virgin who keeps her promise given to her husband fully and with pure faith.

Task : How you offer your piety to Mother Mary, share that in group:

Let us sing
My soul glorifies the Lord,
My spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour,
He looks on His servant in her lowliness
Henctorth all ages will call me blessed.
The Almighty works marvels for me,
Holy his name!
His mercy 1s from age to age,
On those who fear him.
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Exercise
Fill in the gaps
I.In remembrance of Mother Mary there are many ------- too.
2.Mary is Christ’s ------ and the Mother of the church of Christ.
3.-------- reached the news to Jesus’ birth to Mary.
Match left side with right side
Left side Right side

1. Marrys parents were o had deep dependency and faith.

2. In God Mary » totally ready and open

3. Gabriel e Joachim and Anna

4. In obeying the will of God Marry was | e 4 mysterious truth

5. Mary’s giving birth to the son of God |, greeted Mary as full of grace.

Multiple choice questions

1.Who gave the news of the birth of Jesus to Mary?

a. God

b. Heavenly angel

¢. Holy Spirit

d. Great angel Gabriel
2.Why did God choose Mary"

a. For her humility

b. For her prayerfulness

c¢. For her holiness

d. For her simplicity.

Reading the following passage and answer the questions 3 & 4

Flora is a very pious woman and a woman of principle. Her only son is mentally
retarded. Flora always took care of her child and prayed to God. One day this
mentally retarded child became a leading artist. His fame spread at home and
abroad.
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3. The quality of virgin Mary that is depicted in Flora is— in God.

a. Dependency b. Deep faith c. Love 4. Piety
4, The character of Flora can give man-
i. Love

ii. Peace on earth
iil. Freedom from sin
Which one of the following is correct?
a.iand ii b. iii
c. ii d. i, ii and iii.
Creative questions

1. Shanta is a student of class Seven. She is religious. truthful and just. On the
occasion of Easter a function 1s held in the field beside the school. The responsibility
was given to Shanta. On the day of the function some strayed youths started to make
disturbance to stop the function. Many participants fled away. Thinking about the
instruction of the Headmaster Shanta carried on the function. At this time the Bengali
teacher encouraged and cooperated with her. At this time the thought of Virgin Mary
came to her mand.

a) How was the life style of the Virgin Mary?

b) How can we show piety to Virgin Mary?

c) Explain-—- which quality of the Virgin Mary was reflected in Shanta?

d) Analyze the cause of Shania's remembering Mary because of the role of the
Bengali teacher.

Short questions

1. What was Mary by race?

2. What type of life was Mary leading?

3. What do we see of Mary under the Cross?

Descriptive questions
1. “Obedience 1s Mary’s special quality” — Discuss it.
2. “Mary gives us hope, strength™ — Analyze, the statement.
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Chapter Seven
Miracle Works of Jesus and the Kingdom of God

We know a good number of miracles of our Lord Jesus Christ described in the
Holy Bible. He performed these miracles during his proclamation time. He
proved his strength and power through these works. People were astounded
observing these great deeds because they had never seen it before. In this chapter

we shall deepen our [aith on Jesus by thinking and meditating upon the nuracle
works of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus as Healer

At the end of this chapter, we will be able to—

e explain the emergence of God through the miracle works of Jesus.

e explain the Kingdom of God through the healing of ‘the man with evil
spirit’

e keep complete trust upon Jesus and stay away from the evil

Christian Beligion Studies, Class-7, Forma-8
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Lesson- 1: Miracle works of Jesus and the Kingdom of God

We have already learned about the miracle works of Jesus written by Mathew,
Mark, Luke and John in New Testament. We have seen a full inventory of Jesus'
miracle works. Jesus proved his power and strength through these mira-cles.
This power or strength is against the evil power. He wanted to establish a new
Kingdom revealing his power and strength against the evil. This new Kingdom
is the Kingdom of God.

What is the Kingdom of God?

We understand by kingdom a particular land where there is a king and the
people. But Kingdom of God is not like any worldly Kingdom. It is the Kingdom
of God where there is no sin or evil, instead there is justice, peace, love,
forgiveness, sympathy and compassion. If a place or a person possesses these
virtues, there lays the kingdom of God that means God Himself is present there.
So it can be said, where God's works are being done and who obey God's will,
Kingdom of God is among them. It is an important part of the Holy Bible and it
can be found both in Old Testament and New Testament of the Holy Bible. The
prophecy of the Kingdom of God has been described in the Old Testament and
that has been fulfilled through Jesus Christ, the Son of the God. This revelation
of Lord Jesus is completed through his acis, his words and his miracles. This
kingdom of God is not proclaimed only to Christians but to all human being.
Christian Church 1s the seed or the introduction of the Kingdom of God. The
Church is always proceeding to maturity through which the fullness of the
Kingdom of God will appear.

Task: Write down the characters of worldly Kingdom and the Kingdom of
God side by side in two columns.

Call of Jesus to enter into the Kingdom of God

Lord Jesus Christ starts his life of proclamation calling all to enter into the
Kingdom of God. After John being imprisoned Jesus proclaimed Good News
saying, the time 1is fulfilled and the Kingdom ol God has come near. Repent for
vour sins and believe the Good News. Lord Jesus has come to establish the
Kingdom of God fulfilling his father's will. His father's desire is to dedicate life
for the people so that they can share his eternal life. For this reason he gathers
people surrounding him. He sends his disciples to gather people around lum
with his words and many symbols as a sign of the Kingdom of God. At the end
Lord Jesus through his crucifixion and the resurrection leads the revelation of
the Kingdom of God to fullness.
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Lord Jesus calls all to His Kingdom. However Kingdom of God is first
expressed to the children of Israel nation for which God has special blessings
but it is for all nations, for all people. Everybody is called to be the citizen of the
Kingdom of God.

Though the Kingdom of God is meant for all. the poor and the people of low
social class will enjoy the priority to enter into the kingdom or to be citizen.
Jesus savs blessed are the poor in spirit, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to
them. They listen to his words with humble spirit, and accept it and lead lives
accordingly. The secrets of Kingdom of God are hidden from the learned and
wise but revealed to those who are poor and socially exploited. Lord Jesus
supports poor people in his worldly life, stayvs with them, and becomes
compassionate loving them. For this reason he gives Love' the most important
precondition to enter into the Kingdom of God.

Besides to be a citizen of the Kingdom of God Jesus compares it to banquet. He
invites the sinners in this banquet. In fact, he has not come for the religious but
the sinners. Repentance is the way to enter into the Kingdom of God. That is
why. how joyful it is there in the Kingdom of God when a sinner repents!

Symbols of the Kingdom of God

The mystery ol the Kingdom of God is very deep. For this reason Jesus Christ
explained the Kingdom of God through many symbols, signs and parables.

a. Jesus compared Kingdom of God with a mustard seed. In the region of Jesus
a mastered plant 1s very big, but as a seed 1t 1s very small. But when it grows
and becomes a tree, it becomes the largest plant of the garden. In branches of
that tree the birds roost.

b. Jesus compares the Kingdom of God to the Yeast. Yeast should be mixed up
till it all is leavened. [
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c. Jesus compares again the Kingdom of God to a treasure hidden in a field. A
man finds it, selling all what he has and buys that land.

Jesus mvites all to enter into the kingdom of God through his parables. But the
final decision to accept is ours. To gain the Kingdom of God we have to sacrifice
something and lead life according to His words.

Task : How can we be the citizens of the Kingdom of God as students? Discuss
in a group.

Lesson-2: Revealing the kingdom of God through miracles

Jesus uses parables to make clear the term kingdom of God to us. He uses
miracles as symbol for the fullness and to express the kingdom of God. The truth
reveals through his miracle works that he has come from God. These works
helps us to deepen our faith. These miracle works reveal his divine power and
strength. The coming of the Kingdom of God in this world means defeat of evil
or devil. Jesus frees people from the effect of evil spirit by driving away the
demon. Jesus' victory over the evil spirit forecasts the conquer of Jesus. Jesus
settles down the kingdom of God by dying on the cross.

Task : Select one of the Jesus® miracles, Write down how does that event
reveals the kingdom of God and how the power of Jesus to perform miracle
works.

The key to the Kingdom of God

Key is the external sign of power. As we know the responsibility of the key of a
house or institution is not given to an unknown person. The person, who can
realize the obligation and bear it, is given the responsibility.

Jesus appoints twelve disciples during his proclamation time so that they stay
with him and participate in his missionary work. Peter is one of the most
imporiant among the twelve, whom Jesus calls rock and he has built his church
on this rock. Jesus bestows the key of the Kingdom of God to him. Whatsoever
he sets free in this earth shall be freed in heaven. Whatsoever he holds in this
earth shall be hold in heaven. Lord Jesus gives Peter the responsibility to take
care of his sheep. Bestowing the key to Peter and Peter's role as the successor 13
the sign of the presence of the Kingdom of God to us.
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Lesson 3: Healing the evil spirited person

There are the effects of good and evil on every person. Sometimes good
becomes stronger and sometimes the evil one. In the same way, in the earth also
has the effect of both good and evil. As we see, sometimes the good performs the
stronger role, and sometimes, as if evil is grasping everything. Man can make the
world more beautiful by the virtue of his good power. At the same time man can
destroy the world applying his evil power. The holder and the bearer of the evil
power 1s the Satan. This evil spirit is present from the very beginning of the
earth. Jesus fights against the evil power and defeats it. The conflict between
good and evil is going on among the people even today.

Task: Make a list in group, where the evil power is active in the real world
and how can one escape the evil power away.

Good Angel and Bad Angel

Lord Jesus Christ has driven out many evil spirits and through it expresses his
victory over the evil power. We should have a clear idea about Angel (Holy
Spirit) and Devil (Evil Spirit) before going through the incidents where Jesus
drives out the devil in the Holy Bible. As we know, Angels have the spirit only
but not the body. God creates them to worship God 1n the heaven for good. to
serve him and to be delighted in ITim with the sight of God. They are God's
beloved. God uses Angels to convey his messages to mankind. For mstance, God
sends Angel Gabriel to the shepherds to give the message of the birth of Jesus
Christ. Angels were sitting at the grave of Jesus and told the disciples the
message of resurrection of Jesus. Besides these, God has engaged Angels of
Protection to save us. They are constantly giving us protection as our friends and
protectors.

On the contrary, Bad Angel has only soul, they have no body. They are also very
powerful but their strength is not unlimited. The main task of Bad Angel is to
avert the formation of Kingdom of God. Bad Angels commit some destructive
works in this world but to the strength of God that comes to no consideration at
all. When a person is guided by the strength of Satan, he is controlled by the Evil
Angel. The task of Satan is revealed in this world in different ways. It may also
happen that a person becomes the tool of Satan even against the self itention.

| Task: Differentiate between Good Angel and Bad Angel. |
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Driving Away of Evil Angel by Jesus
By studying the New Testament it is ascertained that Jesus has cured people pre
occupied by Evil Angel eight times. The list of this has been given below:

1. The dumb and blind pre occupied by Evil Angel (Mathew 12:22-28; Mark
3:22-27; Luke 11: 14-23)

2. The daughter of a Canaanite woman pre occupied by Evil Angel (Mathew 15
:21-28; Mark 7:24-30)

3. The dumb man pre occupied by Evil Angel (Mathew 9:32-33; Luke 11
:14-15)

4. The boy patient of nervous system pre occupied by Evil Angel (17: 14-20;
Mark 14- 29; Luke 9:37-43)

5. The man of Garrison pre occupied by Evil Angel (Mathew 8:28-34; Mark
5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39)

6. A man from Kafarnaum pre occupied by Evil Angel (Mathew 7:28-29; Mark
1:23- 28; Luke 4:31-37).

7. Maria of Magdalena (Mark 16:9; John 20:11-18).

8. The crippled woman preoccupied by Evil Angel (Luke 13: 10-17)

Task: Act out some of the incidents of Jesus® healing the people preoccupied
by Evil Spirit.

We can understand from the above list that Lord Jesus has cured a number of
people pre occupied with Evil Angel. Once a man troubled with Evil Angel was
brought to Lord Jesus. The man was dumb and blind. Jesus cured the man.
Instantly the man got back his eye sight and strength of speaking and everybody
present there were amazed to see this miracle. All were chanting slogans with
the appreciation of Jesus. But the Persians instead of being happy started telling
that Jesus was driving out Evil Angel with the sirengih of chief of Evil Angels
Beelzebub. Jesus knew their thinking. So He argumentatively told them that a
kingdom divided in conflict is destroyed very soon. At the same way if Satan
haunted Satan they themselves would get divided among themselves. Thus that
kingdom should not last long. He asked the Persians when their disciples drive
out satan with whose sirength do they do it? That is not certainly with the
strength of Satan. They did not answer that question. Accordingly Lord Jesus did
not answer any question of them. We know that Lord Jesus Himself drives out
satan with the strength of Only Soul. This is how He reveals out the Kingdom of
God to Human beings.
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So it is evident that Jesus has dominated over all evils through the strength taken
from One and Only God. He has not come to destroy the evils but to look after
so that the human being may not be the slaves to evils. Human being should fight
against evils and enjoy the freedom and continue to extend the Kingdom of God.
We have discovered the Kingdom of God through Lord Jesus.

Exercise
Fill in the gaps
1. The holders and the bearers of the evil power are..........c...ccconnnrnnnsiniiasnnns
2. The man was dumb and...
3. E‘-’E:l'}-’hﬂd}" started... o]
4. ... . .. is the Wd}’ to the Kingdom of God.
5 Hcrw muuh il 'El]LI"L n l‘hL Km&,dﬂm of God when a sinner repents!
Match the left side with right side
Left Side Right Side

1.Everybody is called e to be the citizen of the

2.Lord Jesus has come Kingdom of God

3.The poor and the humble will get the| according to the words of Jesus.

first priority o ¢ to enter into that kingdom or
4.Kingdom of God is as if to be citizen.
5.We should lead life e to fulfill his father’s will.
e a mustard seed.

Multiple Choice Questions
1. What is the meaning of Kingdom of God in this world?

a. Defeat of Jesus
b. Defeat of disciples
c. Defeat of Satan
d. Defeat of Maria
2. Why does God reveal the mystery of the Kingdom of God?
a. For justice
b. To change mind
¢. For religiosity
d. For truthfulness
Read the passage below and answer the questions 3 and 4

Kona has been working as the head of an institution for a long time. It has
become difficult for her to work for the institution for her old age. She thinks



64 Christian Religion Studies

that Komol 1s perfect for this position among all other colleagues. Komol serves
the poor and needy besides his toil for the development of the institution.

3. What character of Peter is revealed in Komol?

a. Tendency to serve
b. Humanity
¢. Cooperation
d. Responsibility
4. Dissimilarity of works between Komol and Peter

1. Serve the poor and needy
ii. Evangelization
ii. Miracles
Which one is correct?
a. iand i b. 1 and iii
¢. 11 and 111 d. 1,11 and 111
Creative Questions

1. Having gone to a Middle East country Michael saw the country very much
disciplined. He thought that 1ts administration, law and order, communication all
are much planned. The people of the county have been living in peace and
happiness by the sound governance of the king. Staying beside the people king
helps them in all the difficulties. People are also co operating the king to
maintain peace in the kingdom.

a. Who are called to be the citizen of God’s Kingdom?

b. How should we lead our lives to enter into the Kingdom of God?

c. Explain which characteristic of God’s kingdom is evident in the country
that Michael saw.

d. Differentiate between kingdom Michael saw and the kingdom
mentioned in your textbook.

2. Bina and Rita are brilliant and bosom friends. Besides studying they take part
in extra curriculum activities in the school. After a few days, it has been noticed
that Bina has started to behave unusually. She has become addicted with some
addicted friends and started to neglect study. Now she wants to come back to the

right path but she can't. The power of good and evil is struggling in Bina's mind.

a. Whom has God nominated to save us?
b. Why has God created Angels?
¢. Explain the influence of which power exists in Bina?
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d. “Only the way of Lord Jesus can bring Bina back from her condition.’
Evaluate this statement.

Short answer questions

1. Which side of Jesus comes to light through the acts of miracle?
2. What do you understand by kingdom of God?
3. How has the mysteries of the Kingdom of God been expressed?

Descriptive questions

1. Differentiate between the power of good and evil.

2. Briefly discuss what kind of parable Jesus has used to mean Kingdom
of God.

3. Mention the names of three events of Jesus’ casting out the evil spirit
and describe one of them.

Christian Beligion Studies, Class-7, Forma-9



Chapter Eight
The Church of Christ is One, Holy and Apostolic

An active member of the Church should have clear cut idea about the church of
Christ. We should know 1t clearly that the Church of Christ 1s mainly one and
universal though they are divided in to small fractions. Because it is Christ who
himself has established it. He is God. He is the source of all holiness. That's why
the church is holy. Christ sent his apostles to preach the word to the people of the
whole world. That's why the church is apostolic. As a result being the members
of the one and holy church of Christ we all are apostles, because all have to
fulfill these duty and responsibilities. For this reason we should even know more
about the church.

We all are one in the church of Christ

At the end of this chapter, we will be able to—

« explain - the church of Christ worldwide one and universal

= explain the significance of holiness of the church of Christ

« explain the apostolic characteristics of the church of Christ

« explain the role of the Church of Christ to establish unity in the society and
to maintain it

= lead our life with the mentality of unity, holiness and apostolic service in
the society
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Lesson 1: The church of Christ is one

The appearance, behavior, conduct, the mode of talking, outlook and so on are
different from all others. In many a case we may find some similarity of one with
the other, but complete similarity may not be found in one with another. In spite
of one's being different from the other there is a general similarity in every one.
The similarity is that we all are human being. We all have flesh and blood. We
all have hands, eyes, nose, ears and so on. We all live by taking oxygen from the
air, Let's give another example. We see a glass of water as liquid and again we
see frozen as ice. We can evaporate the same water by making it hot. As a result
water can be seen as liquid, hard and evaporated condition. Similarly in spite of
some differences in size or characteristics in the church of Christ we all are one.

To reconcile with mankind and to establish unity God sent His only son to the
world. Christ wanted as he and the Father are one so that all men become one.
All may live united in the same Christian communion and faith. So that all
remaining united may take part in extending the church.

Task : What are necessary to build unity in coordination with a group of
fifteen persons; write that discussing in the group and present it.

In group discussion we saw which subjects are most important to keep n unity
in group. Similarly the church of Christ is same from the beginning till today.
This unity will continue from age to age.

For these reasons mentioned below the Church of Christ is one:

1. Founder: The church of Christ is one for the cause of the founder. In God's
plan church is established through the Son of God. Lord Jesus is the head of the
Church. He has always given strength, courage and the strength of mind to lead
the Church. Under His supervision and direction we all are united. He fulfilled
the will of His Father through the chosen person. And He built a holy society.

2. Spirit: The church of Christ is one for his Spirit. Lord Jesus has sent the Holy
Spirit to his Church on 50th day. Only for the Spirit from the beginning of the
earth till the end the church is guided in search of unity and will be so. Being
shrouded with the same Spirit, all are the different parts of the church.

3. Love: The church of Christ is one for its love. The revelation of the Spirit took
place through the love of God the Father and God the Son, and being under the
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Spirit the church is born or introduced. Showing that love to one another the
Christian faithful are united in fraternity.

4. Faith, Sacrament and apostolic heritage: The church of Christ 1s the unity
of the visible communion through faith, sacrament and the apostolic heritage.
There 1s one faith in the Church of Christ. We believe in the same creator. That's
we are graceful with the same grace of sacrament and we are led by the Holy
Spirit as the Christian faithful.

Task : Write why it is necessary to have unity in the church and present it
mn front of all.

Lesson 2: The church of Christ is universal

The traditions, behavior and rituals of the various countries and races are
dfferent. From the part of the Christian [aithful they are within Catholic or
different protestant churches. Yet, from the inception of the church we all are
universal. The word 'universal' in other word means Catholic. Christ chose his
followers, appointed and sent them to all men of all nationalities of the world.
He also said, “You go everywhere in the world. Preach the good news to all.” He
also said, “The power of death will never be able to defeat the church.” Jesus
said this because He was always there as the guide and savior. In inception of the
church in different countries, in the presence of the people of different
languages, the umiversality of church was revealed and will exist ull the
resurrection of Jesus Chrst.

The Church became universal by remaining connected with the center of the
church of Christ. Lord Jesus Christ himself founded the church and laid down its
responsibility on the apostles. Jesus named Peter as stone. He built his church on
the stone. In Peter's strong base of faith he laid down the responsibility on Peter.
The other Popes as the heirs of Peter later took the responsibilities ol looking
after the church. Small churches as well as the bigger churches both connected
with Rome are working for all. Love is the inspiration of apostolic work.
Love is the nspiration for the apostolic work. Church is spreading the love of
Christ all around through its leaderships.

Besides, our belief in and the sacramental service responsibility in same Jesus
has given us umiversality. The presence of some small churches and religious
rituals are different. Yet, all the Christian faithful are baptized in same Christ. In
many cases all the churches have numerous similarities. For that reason there

=
=
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1s arelentless striving to establish unity among them,. This is a big challenge for
the church of Christ. Any time anyone will be able to include in this. The church
has stretched out the hands of its service for all and spreading Christian love
among all.

Tesk: You will go to a institution close to you and express the universality of
the church taking part in the work of service for all.

Lesson 3: The church of Christ is holy.

Holy means pure and unadulterated, with this word the sinless and dirt less
condition is also meant. The son of Jesus came to earth to establish church.
Because the heavenly Father made a plan to bring back all, to the path of heaven.
God created man after His own image, means he created man like Him. But man
lost that image of holiness by sins. That's why to give them that image means
holiness, God sent His Son. By coming here the Son brought back holiness by
giving his own life. He established a church so that the work may continue till
the end of the earth. This is why the church of Christ is holy.

Lord Jesus Christ is holy himself. The church established by him is also holy. He
clothed the church by giving the Holy Spirit. Comparing the church as his bride
and body He gave His holiness. He made them his own. Fraiernal love is the
image of holiness, all is called to achieve that. This fraternal love leads the
Church towards achieving holiness, makes it meaningful and fulfills it.

Our earth is like a land. There are good plants and weeds side by side. We might
have remembered the parable of the seeds of wheat and weed. In that story Jesus
told an interesting storv. The owner of a land sowed the seed of wheat. But in the
same land, his enemy sowed the seeds of weed in the dark of the night. The
plants of wheat and weeds look like the same. That's why they began to grow in
the same way. But the difference was seen when they reached full height, just
before bearing the crops. The servants of the land lord wanted to uproot the weed
in ahead ol time, but the land lord did not agree because he had a [ear if they
uproot the weed they will uproot the plants of wheat as well. That's why he gave
chance to them both to grow together.
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The relationship of the holiness of heart with of the face

Through this Jesus meant the owner is God Himself and the wheat is good
people and weed is evil man, the land is the earth. The enemy is the Satan. In this
earth there is co - existence of good and bad people. God does not want the
destruction of the sinners; rather He wants the sinners to come back to Him
changing their mind. That's why he waits and gives opportunity.

It is seen in the earth many respond fully to that call by leading a holy life. By
recognizing them the church gives them the dignity of saints. Christ also gives
us that same call, so that following their footsteps, we may make us holy.

Task: Discuss in pair and present it in the class what is the meaning of
being holy” and how to become holy.

Lesson 4: The church of Christ is apostolic

Our parents and superiors send us to different places for work. Our parents

choose us to do this special work and send. It means we are sent. From the very

beginning the church of Christ was sent for apostolic work, because Christ

himself is sent by his Father for special purpose. We can call the church of Christ

holy for these special meaning.

1. The church of Christ 1s built on the base of faith of apostles, specially to
be his witness and sent for the apostolic work.

2. With the help of the Holy Spirit the church of Christ got the lesson from
the mouth of the apostles, they up keep them and reach them to men.
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3. Being united with the central administration with the help of the Bishops,
Priests and the Pastors and carrying on the work of teaching, making it
holy and leading it till the coming of Jesus again.

Lord Jesus himself was sent. But he does not do anything alone. He says, I
cannot do anything of my own, preach whatever I have received from the Father
and include the others. As Jesus cannot do anything without Father as such we
cannot do anything without the help of Jesus. We all are called and sent to
witness the resurrection of Lord Jesus with the power ol the Holy Spirit.

and local society.

Task: Write what sort of apostolic work you can do in vour family, schm:-l|

Exercise
Fill in the gaps
1.The source of all holiness 15 ~======smmmemme-,

2.Though there are differences in size and characteristics in the church of
Christ yet ------—------ ,

3.The weed are -------- people.
4.For three special meaning we can call the church of Christ ------==see---

5.He wants the sinners -------- come back to Him.

Match left side with right side:

Left side Right side
1. The church of Christ * head |
2. Lord Jesus Christ is Churches’ = one and universal
3. Faith in the church of Christ : stone
4. Jesus’s named Peter D,DE ]
: * rituals
5. God created man :

after His own image.

Multiple choice questions

1. Who is the source of all holiness?
God

Jesus

Holy Spirit

Heavenly angel.

=LA
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2. How are people united in brotherhood?

a. through service b. through love
c. through sharing d. through faith

Read the following passage and answer questions 3 & 4

Milon 1s a leader in the Christian society. He works day and night for the
development of the Christian people. Gradually through his perseverance and
the love of people, a society of unity and faith developed.

3. Whose inspiration helped Milon to take up the above work?

a. Pnest
b. Church
¢. Holy Spirit

d. Jesus Christ

4, The influence the society will have through Milon’s --

a. Endeavour
b. Love
c¢. Faith

Which of the following is right?
a. 1 b. ii
c. 1i & iii d. 1,11 & i

Creative questions

1. Due to Father Rupom's love for the Church and his hard work the Church
grew spiritually. But one young man of the Church, Shimanto, without the
knowledge of the priest, starts working against the Church and tries to lead other
yvoung man asiray. The secretary of the Church having found out about this,
advised the priest to ex-communicate Shimanto. But the priest says, "Do not put
him out, give him another chance." Slowly Shimanto understands his faults and
returns fo right path.

a. What is holiness?

b. Why did God come into this world?

c What teaching of the priest brings Shimanto to right path? Explain.

d What do you think would be the result of Shimanto's return to good Life?
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2. Mother Teresa was a European and a Christian. But her love 1s open for
people ol all nations and religions. She never considered religion, nation or
nationality differently. With her sisters who followed her, she established "Mis-
sionaries of Charity", a religious congregation to serve the humanity. She
founded "Nirmal Hriday" (home for the destitutes), "Shishu Bhavan"
(orphanage for the children), "Naba Jibon Abash" (home for the retarded
children), "Prem Nibash" (resident for the lepers). and many others to exitend her
services for the people. She lived in the community with her sisters giving them
responsibility to look after the various programs and she herself remains as their
model.

a. What is the inspiration of apostolic work?
b. Why is Church holy?

[+ What teaching of the Church inspired Mother Teresa to do the above
works?

d. 'Church of Christ and Missionaries of Charity' both are universal. Eval-
uate in the light of the stimulus.

Short answer questions

1. How did the Church begin?

2. What are the reasons for the Church to be holy?

3. In what sense do we call the Church apostolic?

Descriptive answer

1. Explain the apostolic aspects of the Church.
2. For what reasons the Church i1s united? Explain.

3. What is the role of the Church to establish unity and maintain it in the
society?

Christian Beligion Studies, Class-7, Forma-10



Chapter Nine

Forgiveness, Endurance And Patriotism

Forgiveness, endurance and patriotism are not only social and human but also
religious value. It is better to do any work with forgiveness in mind. Endurance
brings maturity in our, thought, manner and aciion. Patriotism strengthens our
minds to do something good.

Forgiveness and reconciliation

At the end of this chapter, we will be able to—

-

explain the concept of forgiveness according to the Holy Bible
explain the benefits of forgiving

explain the result of forgiving or unforgiving

explain the Bible's teaching about endurance

explain importance of endurance in social life

. & @

+ describe how we can attain endurance

s describe the meaning of patriotism

s describe the teaching of Bible about patriotism

¢ encourage to love our country as a tolerant and pitiful person
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Lesson 1: Teaching of the Holy Bible about forgiveness

Task : Take paper and pen. Write down the scripture given below in your own
paper and meditate one minute silently, what God wants to tell us.

“Be Kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in
Christ forgave you.”(Ephesians 4:32)

Share with others if you have forgiven anybody or if you have been forgiven
for any fault.

Now we shall read two stories one by one and write down in the paper what we
would do i that situation.

1. First event:

Anna and Nomita are very close friends. Anna believes her friend Nomita very
much. Once she shared a very secret matter with Nomita. She thought that
Nomita would not discuss with anybody about that, but Nomita disclosed the
secret to another friend instead of keeping it secret. Nomita not only revealed
Anna's secret, but she also added some words of her own with that. Anna got
shocked because her friend promised to her of maintaining secrecy, but she
didn't. For this reason she got angry on Nomita. She decided that she would not
talk to Nomita anymore.

| Task : Think personally What would you do if same situation happens in|
your life.

2. Second event:

One day the teacher gave the students a group discussion. Before going to group
discussion Sagar took out his wrist-watch and put it on the table. He sat at anoth-
er place for the discussion. When he came back to his sit from the group he did
not find his waich. He asked all the students but nobody confessed of taking
that, Sagar was upset. The following day, before going to school Dip went to
Sagar's house. He confessed to Sagar that he had taken the watch. He returned
the watch and asked forgiveness in regretful heart. Sagar became happy and
said, "My friend I must forgive you because you have come to me coura-
geously and confessed yvour guilt and given the watch back. I assure you that I
will forget all about that." Again they became friends.

Task : Everyone write in paper personally and present, what you would do if |
you were in the place of Sagor
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Our redeemer Jesus Christ taught us with His life to forgive. Now we shall read
a scripture. Jesus told the crowd-"you have heard that it was said in the ancient
time-you shall love vour neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I tell you, love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you."(Matthew 5:43).

The enemies seized him and sought false testimony against him; they blamed
him without any fault. One of his friends betrayed with him. Jesus said nothing.
He had no intention of taking revenge. He approached 1o Calvary carrying a big
cross. They spat in his face, he was slapped, fisted and kicked and also whipped
by them. He was crucified nailing on the cross. The enemies offered Jesus wine
to drink, mixed with gall: while he was thirsty. e tolerated it silently. Jesus
prayed humbly to father, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they
are doing." (Luke 23:34).

We have to forgive each other to get God’s forgiveness

Task : Discuss the questions given below in group:
1. Share with others in group, if you have forgiven anybody
anytime any day.
2. How can you win the heart of someone and truly forgive against
whom you have the attitude of revenge?
3. How does the prayer teach you to forgive?
4. How can Jesus teach you to forgive?

Our heavenly Father forgive us, if we repent and ask his forgiveness for our sins.
God never recalls the sins what he has forgiven once. In the same way, we also
should not recall any fault after [orgiving.

Let us meditate upon the Verses from the Bible given below:

Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my broth-
er when he sins against me? Should I forgive for seven times?" Jesus answered,
"[ tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.

(Matthew 18:21-22)

"Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in
Christ God forgave you."

(Ephesians 4:32)

Let us remember again the two events we have discussed above. Revise again
the previous answers according to those events. Now I can change my comment
if I want.
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Task : Discuss the questions given below and prepare a report in group:
1. What behavior would I do with Nomita if I were in the place of Anna?
2. How did they feel in heart if they had really forgiven Anna and Sagar?

Lesson 2: The good effect of Forgiving and the bad effect of
unforgiving

It is sure that the effect of forgiving is always positive and effect of unforgiving
18 negative. Let us see the good effects first.

Good effects of forgiving

The good results after forgiving the rages against anybody are:

There remains peace in the heart, mental health remains sound.
Decreases the trauma, mental pressure or uproar and hostility.

Grows sympathy and compassion for others.

There establishes a good relationship with others.

Spirituality can be developed, 1.e. it becomes possible to build up a good
relationship with God.

Lo R O o

6. Blood pressure remains comparatively less.

7. Frustration is eliminated.

8. There hardly remains any desire for drug addiction.

9. Illustrate self as a model to others.

10. Family bondage is reaffirmed.

11. Every moment of life can be filled with peace and pleasure.

The bad effect of unforgiving

We feel sorrow and get angry when someone who 1s very nearer or whom we

believe very much hurts us. If we nourish those feelings day afier day in our

minds, harshness nests firmly in our heart.
1. We want to take revenge against that man and hostile attitude comes upon us.
2. Ifwe allow our negative feelings to grow that ruins our positive feelings.

And so forth bitterness and injustice becomes active in our mind.

If we deny forgiving, we spoil ourselves.

4. We have to pay a great value for unforgiving. Harsh attitude comes into
our mutual relationship.

5. We are busy with past in our mind. As a result we can not enjoy the
joy of reality.

L
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6. Frustration starts to work in our mind. So life becomes unpleasant and
valueless to us.
7. Spiritual life does not attract us. We lose the way to heaven.
8. Ouwr relationship with others breaks. We become lonely.
9. The possibility of failure increases in every work and the relation
with all other 1s spoilt.
Task: A reunion program can be arranged. As a result everyone may
have a chance to go to each other to beg pardon and to forgive,
and everybody shall get experience of forgiveness in reality.

Lesson 3: Endurance

Endurance means the desire or the ability to control the cruelty or bore feelings.
Endurance stands for calm and intense perseverance. We call a person the man
of endurance who can tolerate persuasion, instigation. boredom, accident, delay.
troublesome situations, suffering, pain etc. That person can tolerate these
with restraint and patience.

Whatever we do in our lifetime, endurance is needed for all. We oflen remain
confined in a place in traffic jam; have to stand in a long queue to receive money
from bank or for buying ticket somewhere else. There are no results of anger and
shout in those places. There is no way without waiting with endurance there.

Teaching about endurance in the Holy Bible
Saint Paul says, "But il we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it
patiently." (Romans §:25)

Saint James says, "As you know, we consider blessed those who have
perse-vered. You have heard of Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord
finally brought about. Ile was supposed to do that. The Lord 1s full of
compassion and mercy." (James 5: 11)

Samt James has given Job's example. As we know, Job lost all his wealth,
children, pet animals even the capitals he had. His wife and his friends induced
him in many ways. Job has overcome all the tempiations, because he did not
want to commit any sin leaving God. It is written in the book of Job, "In all
these, Job did not commit sin by charging God with wrongdoing" (Job: 1 :22).
Job's wife adwvised Job to leave God. Job answered his wife, "You are talking like
a foolish woman. Shall we accept only 'good' from God, and not trouble?"

Saint Peter says: "Here you greatly rejoice. though now for a little while you
may have to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that your
faith--of greater worth than gold. which perishes even though refined by
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fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when
Jesus Christ is revealed." (1 Peter 1 :6-7)

It 1s written in proverbs: "Do not say. "I'll pay you back for this wrong!" Wat for
the LORD, and he will deliver you." (Proverbs 20:22)

Saint Paul says: "May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give
you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus"(Romans
15:5). Again he says, "Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because
we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and
character, hope."(Romans 5:3- 4) Saint James says: "Be patient, then. brothers,
until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to vield its
valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be
patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near."(James 5:7)

Lesson 4: Practice of endurance in personal and social life

All the virtues we have as a human being, endurance is the most essential virtue
we need in every work and every moment. Jesus says to His disciples, "If anyone
would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me
"(Matthew 16:24). Jesus wants to illustrate by this that adversity, sufferings,
mental agony must come n the life of a true follower of Jesus. One has to endure
all these in the name of Jesus. These will come to that person's life because thai
person loves Jesus.

The word 'endurance’ is derived from a Latin word 'patiencia’, which means
"to suffer and endure". There are so many things we must endure, whether we
want or not. For mstance, waiting for food to be cooked keeping on the oven,
spending time for study, waiting several months for the resulis after appearing in
the examination, waiting several months after sowing in the field, stopping in the
traffic jam, sometime standing hours after hours in the line for booking ticket
etc. Time 1s necessary for all these. Making haste no task can be done well.
Besides, we are (o be tolerant during the time of walking fast in a crowded road.
When we are to go quickly that time we get on a
rickshaw or bus and if the rickshaw puller or bus !
driver does not drive fast then, many times we g
become intolerant. We are to be tolerant this time
too.

As a social being, we can be a real man or can be
imitable to others practicing the virtue endurance.
We have to be endurable in family, school, and in
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the play ground and gathering with friends, in all places and works.

In the time of social customs, rituals endurance must be shown. Others opinion
should be respected. Specially during the time of walking on the street and
talkang to unknown person we should control our behaviour and we should be
endurable.

Sometime, we ask for result just after prayer. But, we are to keep in mind God
will fulfill my desire when He wants.

Lesson 5: Way to acquire endurance

We often ufter a proverb, who endures, he does exist. This proverb means the
conquest of endurance is certain. Endurance is an acquirable human quality. We
can acquire endurance trying following features:

Praying regularly as a pious man and being faithful in God's direction.
Taking food by maintaining diet routine and taking enough rest.

Not allowing any anger and malice in mind

Making balance and overcoming mental depression in work or any situation
Showing normal behavior getting success in work or accepting any defeat

The life style and works of the famous persons shall have to be followed.

R R

Solving every contradiction as soon as possible which causes down fall

of the relationship.

h. Helping and working for the neglected, disable and poor people of the society

1. Maintaining line while taking ticket or in any public service such as bank,
train or bus

j. We can gain endurance accepting the sorrows, accepting with simple

and humble mind when we are deprived from anything.

It is very significant to every human that "Patience is bitter, but its fruit is sweet.

Waiting, patience. and endurance all these are the way of being conqueror. As we
know difficulties are increasing in the present world. We should be prepared to
decorate our life to face every work and every situation being endurable.

Lesson 6: Patriotism

"Patriotism is a profound atfection or love for one's own country. Nationality
comes together with Patriotism. Inhabitants of every country have an attraction
tor their country. Michael Modhusudhon Datta described love for the mother
land in a poem "Bongo Vasha" in an excellent way. He wrote:
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Oh in this treasury of Bengal so many jewels

Even then, I (a fool) neglect,

Being greedy to grab riches of others, roam

Abroad, begging their culture at some evil days

Passing so many days leaving the real happiness!
Sleepless, starving, engaging the mind at some other business
Busy in finding some pleasures which are hollow;-

Playing in the mosses forgetting the garden of lotus!

The goddess told in the dream later-

“O poor fellow jewels in abundance in your mother tongue,
What had made you then a beggar?

Go back, you ignorant, your home!

Obeyed it with pleasure; found

Store house of riches in the mother tongue in full volume.

Michael Modhusudon says in the poem “Kopotakhho Nod™-

Oh river, incessantly I remember you.

In solitude always | think of you;

Always (as people listen to

Some spell of fantasy) but instead of murmuring

I satisfy my ear with some deception!-

Many countries I've seen, many rivers,

But whose water can satisfy the thirst of this affection?
English poet Samuel Johnson said about patriotism to be "The last shelter for the
depraved person." He wanted to mean that, everybody needs a shelter even a
criminal or a depraved person. And that shelier is his mother land, the land of
one's own,

= S ——

Freedom fighter of Bangladesh
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Mother, soil and motherland these three words are very dearly to all. Love to
these three is called patriotism. Harvest from the ground of the country, fruits
nourishe human life; woods and nature fulfill our needs with loving care. For
that reason love for the country grows in our mind. We shall work with
responsibility for the affection to the country as patriot. For that we sing together
in our national Anthem:

My Bengal of gold, 1 love vou
Forever your skies, your air set my heart in tune
as if it were a flute.

Teaching from Bible about Patriotism

"Everyone must submit himsell to the governing authorities, for there 1s no
authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have
been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is
rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring
punishment on themselves. Rulers hold no terror for those who do night, but for
those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority?
Then do what is right and he will commend you. For they are God's servants to
make you do well. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for they do not bear the sword
for nothing. They are God's servant, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the
wrongdoers. Therefore, it 1s necessary to submit to the authorities, not only
because of possible punishment but also because of conscience. "(Romans

13:1-3).

Saint Paul wants to say through this to us that, we should love the rulers for the
love of our country because rulers are servants of God. So we should not fear for
having love. Those who do the evil lack love for the country. They fear the
rulers.

Psalm writer wrote:

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD,
The people whom he has chosen as his heritage!
The LORD looks down from heaven,

He sees all the sons of men;

From where he sits enthroned
He looks forth on all the inhabitants of the earth,
He who fashions the hearts of them all,
And observes all their deeds.
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A king is not saved by his great army;
A warrior is not delivered by his great strength.
The war horse is a vain hope for victory,
And by 1ts great might 1t cannot save.
Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him,
On those who hope in his steadfast love,
That he may deliver their soul from death,
And keep them alive in famine.
Our soul waits for the LORD;

We learn through this psalm, people from every land must depend on God,
because it i1s God who nourishes and saves them. They get free from the danger
and the enemies in the power of God. Saint Peter says in his book 1 . "But you
are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, that you
may declare the wonderful deeds of Him who called you out of darkness into
His marvelous light. Once you were no people but now you are God's people;
once you had not received mercy but now you have received mercy." (Peter
2:9-10)

Saint Peter wishes to tell us that we are connected to God spiritually as His own
entity. We can belong to His entity only 1if we sustain our devotion and love
towards Him and comply with all His rules and mstructions.

Exercise
Fill in the gaps
Be Y OUL GHENNIBS: v vuivsnsissssvsiivis
b. Who oppresses you, pray................ for them.
¢c. Be....................... to one another.

Match the left side with right side

Left Right
1. Those who do the evil each other,
2. Good effect of forgiving we spoil ourselves,
3. Forgive they fear rulers
4, If we don’t want to forgive is peace in heart.
5. Endurance is an acquirable we wait
human quality
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Multiple Choice Questions

1. "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing."-
Who said?

a. Peter ¢. John
b. Stephan d. Jesus
2. How can be endurable?
a. keeping patience c. Forgiving
b. evaluating d. Serving

Read the passage below and give answer of the question number 3 and 4:

Prophullo lives abroad, but his mind stays in his village. Green fields, water in
the river and bird's chirping come into his sight all the time. He is amaged of
thinking about surrounding nature and atmosphere. He has got a degree on
environment from abroad. So he thinks how the atmosphere of the village can be
saved. He returns to village and inspires all about this. The people are also
inspired.

3. Which characteristic is exposed in Prophullo

a. Cooperation c. Patriotism
b. Endurance d. Self-control

4. Prophullo will not get from this work
1. Exaltation
1. Peace
1. Divine power
Which one is correct from below?
a. i b. ii
c.iandii d. 1, ii and 1ii
Creative Questions

1. Niloy, Ayon and Oishi are classmates. They go to school and play together.
They three are very faithful friends. One day Ayon borrows a book from Oishi.
Oi1shi wants back her book just one day before the exam. But Ayon says, "There
15 no prove that I have taken your book". Oishi gets a great shock. She informs the
matler to Niloy. Getting angry Niloy beats Ayon. Ayon realizes his fault and
gives back the book. All sorrows of Oishi fade away. But Niloy cannot endure
Ayon any way.
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a.  What does endurance bring in our work?

b. Why has God forgiven us?

¢. Which character reveals in Oishi? Explain it.

d. Describe the outcome of the work of Niloy.

2. Sujon and Moitri were going to school by a bus. Driver was driving the bus
accordingly. Sujon was anxious thinking that the school gate would be closed.
He was looking at lus watch frequently and becoming averse to the driver.
Suddenly the running bus was stopped. Sujon and other passengers were
scolding the driver and speaking ill altogether without realizing what was
happening out side. Realizing the worse situation, Oishi asked "Sujon, Why are
you scolding the driver? He has no fault. He stopped the bus to avoid an
accident. Keep patient vou all, don't be angry. Our creator will convey us safely.

a. What is patriotism?

b. Why should we admire the rulers?

c. Which character 1s expressed on Moitr1? Explain it.

d. Evaluate the importance of practicing the character of Moitri in personal
and social life.

Short answer questions

1. What does it mean by patriotism?
2. What do we need to express ourselves?
3. What does it mean by endurance?

Descriptive Questions

1. Describe the effects of forgiveness.
2. Describe the way to acquire endurance.
3. What is the teaching in Bible about patriotism? Explain it.



Chapter Ten

Father Charles JosephYoung

Father Charles Joseph Young CSC was a priest of the Congregation of Holy
Cross. He left his parents, siblings, relatives, motherland. and everything and
came to Bangladesh (the then East Bengal) to offer his life for Jesus. Besides his
ministries as a priest, he experienced God's closeness by serving God's people
through social works. He was the father of credit unions in Bangladesh and was
also involved with Caritas, Natural Family Planning, and so on. He offered his
life for this country, died here and is buried here. In this chapter, we will learn
about his life in short and will thank and praise God for his life and work. Side
by side we shall inspired to help the poor.

Father Charles Joseph Young

At the end of this chapter, we will be able to—

e explain Father Young’s childhood and educational background;

¢ elucidate the role of Father Young in the establishment of Credit Union.
+ expound Father Young's contributions in the eradication of poverty;

+ be sympathetic to the oppressed and poor people of the society.
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Lesson 1: Childhood and Education

Father Charles Joseph Young was born on 3 June, 1904 in New York, United
States of America. His father was Daniel Young and mother was Mary Jennings.
Both of their parents came from Ireland. Many years back they migrated io the
USA for a better life. Charles' forefathers came to the USA in 1625. The
Mary Jennings came a bit later. "Young' means juvenile. Thus the ideal in the
Young's family is to be 'always young'. Father Young was always young in his
life and work.

Father Young's father Daniel was a factory worker in the urban city of New
York. After getting the job, he married Mary Jennings. The two dreamed of a
happy and beautiful family together. To make their dream come true they both
worked hard. Three children were born in their family. Charles was the third of
the three. Charles' mother Mary died giving birth to her fourth child; the child
also died. Charles' father became very vulnerable at the early death of his wife.
It was almost impossible for Daniel to work in the factory and to raise his
children at the same time. Being somewhat helpless, Charles' father put his
children in an orphanage. After a few days he married again and brought the
children to his home.

Charles' elder brother Frank used to work at St. Bernard seminary. After two
years he moved to another place for studies. Charles' took up his brother's job.
Here he did odd jobs such as running errands, guarding the gate, and such other
things. He was still there when the First World War was going on.

After completing the primary school, Charles went on to high school for studies.
He got admitted at The Most Holy Rosary High School in Syracuse, New York.
The school was run by the Sisters of Immaculate Heart of Mary. The Parish
Priest of this parish Father Mehan was a very kind man. He inspired Charles to
be a missionary to East Bengal by becoming a member of the Congregation of
Holy Cross.

Lesson 2: Priestly formation and ordination

Charles entered the Holy Cross seminary in September of 1923 at the age of 21.
At that time it was called a minor seminary. This was located on a small hill in
the campus of the University of Notre Dame in the state of Indiana. All his class-
es were held in this university. Father Young had worked as a chaplain in the US
army. This responsibility certainly influenced his formation training to lead a
lively disciplined life. After completing his studies at the university, he
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entered St. Joseph novitiate located in the same campus. Finishing the novitiate
year, prayerful and God-loving Charles received his first vows on 2 July, 1925.
He received four vows: Poverty, Chastity, Obedience and Foreign Missions.

Charles came in contact with many famous personalities during his academic
and priestly formation period. His rectors were mostly very well-known persons
with many talents. One of them was Father Thomas Erving. He was an expert
mathematician and very tolerant person.

The former days of Charles in the seminary were very hard, but they were also
spent with much happiness. Father Charles J. Young loved sports very much.
Due to his short physical stature, he did not play football and basketball. Ile
played tenmis from the beginning of s school days till before his priestly
ordination. Like in the sports, he was very active in his works as well. That is
why he had enormous physical strength and his physical make-up was well-
built. People who did not see him before would always mistaken him as younger
than he really was. When someone would tell him that he looked younger than
his age, he would respond by saying, "I am always young".

Charles always cherished the thought of going in the mission in abroad even
when he was preparing to be a priest in the seminary. Therefore, he would
always try to learn numerous new things and acquire various skills. In this way.
he became a jack of all trades. He learned a little of many skills from gardening
to cooking, plumbing to masonry, and even to be first-aid provider. During his
seminary life he enjoved taking part in the cultural programs and listening to
guest lecturers in the university campus. He used to participate in programs that
would be of help as a future priest. Alter his ordination, Charles Young was sent
to the Foreign Mission Seminary in Washington D.C. in 1929. On 24 June, 1933
an impossible dream came true. Charles Young was ordained a priest along with
his fellow seminarians on that day in the campus of the University of Notre
Dame. After that he went to Syracuse to offer his first thanksgiving mass.

In October of 1933, the same year of his ordination, Charles Joseph Young,
CSC, left his motherland to go to East Bengal for mission works. Before leaving
for Bengal, he had three months in hand. He spent those three months raising
funds for missionaries in different countries. On October 14, he left for East
Bengal along with some of his fellow priests. In the group was also Father John
Harrington, the first principal of Notre Dame College. The group left in a ship
from New York. They stopped in Naples and Rome, and then in Mumbai and
Kolkatha before reaching Dhaka on 25 November, 1933,
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Lesson 3: Father Young in the Founding of Cooperative Credit
Union

Father Young came [rom the wealthiest nation, the United States ol America, to
work in a poor country like Bangladesh (formerly East Bengal). He worked in
Mymensingh area for a long time. He seriously thought of removing poverty
from the lives of people and employed various methods to do so. At last, he
understood that by cooperative credit unions this nation can change its luck. He
was not interested in giving cash money to people. He did not even like this kind
of work. He considered it more beneficial to help people stand on their own feet.
He had firm belief that with determination, target., hard work and strong
intuition, anyone could be free from the curse of poverty. Thus, he wondered
about getting himself trained up to do this type of work. He understood that to
work on co-operatives, he would need special knowledge and skills. When he
was confirmed about this in his own sell, he went to talk to Archbishop Graner,
CSC. He convinced Archbishop Graner that they were not successful to bring
people together merely by personal contacts. Now they understand that they
need to bring dynamism in the people to unite them. In this way they need to
come out of the society's present serious problems. For this special knowledge
and skills are required.

Secing the passion in Father Young about this idea Archbishop Graner sent him
to Antigonish in Nova Scotia, Canada, to study about co-operative credit unions.
Father Young studied there from 1953 to 54 for two years and refurned to
Bangladesh. On his return, he took the initiative to establish co-operative credit
unions in Bangladesh (former East Pakistan).

Co-operative Credit Union

It 1s important to have a clear idea about co-operative credit unions. Credit union
can be defined as a process of saving money with a sense of good-heartedness
and getting loan at the lowest interest rate. It can also be a way to save the poor
from taking loans from money-lenders who charge high interest. Some others
think it to be the basis of a better and mature social system. According to Father
Young, it 15 the foundation of a society practiced by the early Christians that was
more beneficial and affluent. He used to say to form a society is to form the
Church. This would help the local Church reduce its dependency on foreign
donations and make them self-reliant in administering the parishes.

Christian Religion Studies, Class-7, Forma-12
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Birth of the First Christian Credit Union

After returning from Canada in 1954 Father Young started residing in the
Archbishop's house. From here he used to travel to different parishes to conduct
trainings for priests and lay people. During this time, the country was going
through various critical situations such as riots, political unrest, floods, drought,
cyclones, etc. one after another. Despite all of these, Father Young was not
disheartened. His dream started coming true. Several preparatory meetings were
held with lay leaders. All were convinced that everyone needs money and
instead of going to others for it, we have (o stand on our own feet. Later in 1955
the first credit union was established in Luxmibazar in the old part of Dhaka city.
The first President was Bernard McCarthy and first secretary was Jonas Rozario.
The co-operative credit union was named "Christian Co-operative Credit Union
Limited". As a slogan they accepted the words of Father Young: "Neither for
charity, nor for profit, but for service".

Father Young giving training on credit union

They registered the credit union. Its registration number was 42. At the start its
member was 60, and by the year end, the number increased to 110. Following
aims and objectives were presented:

a) To grow the sense of frugality in the members;
b) To create a fund for income generation and future needs;

¢) To sow the seeds of self-sufficiency and mutual benefit, and improvement
of their socio-economic conditions.

2025



2025

Father Charles JosephYoung 91

The first credit union was moving ahead rather slowly. Its membership rose to
237 in 1959. On its 10th founding anniversary, its membership reached to 876.
Most of the people in the city had their original home in a village. When they would
go home at vacation times, they would tell others of the success stories of the
credit union. For this reason, credit unions started spreading to all parishes.

Mr. Nidhan D'Rozario, in the third issue of "Co-operative News" (Shamobay
Khabor), wrote that a clerk, a house-wife, a cook, a nurse, and a student were
much benefited by joining the co-operative credit union. They were able to put
their full trust in its administration.

Another far-sighted landmark fruit of father young was "The Co-operative
Credit Union League of Bangladesh". In short it is called CCULB. It is the cen-
tral organization of credit unions and was established on 14 January, 1979. At
present, it has spread out to people of all faiths and different professions in Ban-
gladesh.

Lesson 4: Role of Father Young in alleviating poverty

Father Young loved the soil and people of this country. His heart was deeply
moved by the tears of the poor people of this country. He used to find Christ in
the poor and the suffering people. He took his vows to serve God through
serving His people. That is why he was seriously thinking how he could free the
people from their suffering. He was a person of very strong principles. His
deep-rooted belief was that poverty cannot be alleviated by giving alms. By
helping people to stand on their own feet is the only way fo do it. Thus, he took
several initiatives to eliminate poverty from the people.

(a) Eliminating poverty at the parish level: Father Charles Joseph Young
worked in Baoibada (Mariamnagar), Biroidakuni, Baromari, Ranikhong, etc.
under present Mymensingh diocese for a long time. He united and inspired the
people of those places. He ran a paddy-bank for the people of those areas. In
1964, people of those areas were victims of harassment, persecution and
plundering. He strongly proiested against those atrocities. With immense
courage and intellectual sharpness. he helped those poor people live in their
own homes. To face their privation, he distributed seeds, domestic animals, and
money among the farmers. In this way he created examples of improving the lot
of the poor people.

(b) Establishing Caritas: Long before the establishment of the present-day
Caritas, Father Young started Caritas in East Pakistan. This Caritas was under
the jurisdiction of the International Caritas of Rome. Father Young extended the
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works of Caritas to many parishes of East Pakistan. At this time, Caritas used to
conduct very few projects in a small scale. Some financial grants were given
from Rome for this work. Instead of waiting for [unds from Rome. he would
inspire people in the parishes to contribute in these projects. Money from this
fund would mostly be used for difficult or disastrous situations and for education.

(¢) Role of Father Young in establishing CORR: On November 10, 1970, a
devastating cyclone hit the Southern part of Bangladesh. Many people were
killed by this. Thousands of people lost their near and dear ones, lost homes and
crops. After many years Father Young had gone on home leave at that time.
Before even a month could pass, Bishop Ganguly sent an urgent telegram to
inform him about this cyclone and asked him to return immediately and start
relief work. He returned instantly. No sooner had he came back then he
dedicated his services for this helpless people. Along with Bishop Joachim
Rozario, CSC, of Chittagong diocese and Father Benjamin Labbe, CSC, he
founded an organization to distribute relief goods and rehabilitate people named
CORR and started working. Before the loss of this cyclone could be overcome,
liberation war started in 1971. Father worked for a long time side by side with
the director of CORR and other stafls for the welfare and rehabilitation of
millions of people affecied by the war. This CORR later became Caritas
Bangladesh and is working for the emancipation of suffering of poor people in
many parts of the country.

(d) Establishing of NFP: Ilardworking and learned planner Father Young
devoted himself in solving the population problem in Bangladesh. He started to
work with a view to bringing the population at an expected level through Natural
family Planning. Sister Imelda, SMRA, helped him to do this work properly.
NFP started its journey officially in 1983. It is one of the Caritas Bangladesh
project now. It has a new name now called 'Community Health and Natural
Family Planning' and is working for the benefit of the people. Deceased Father
Young dreamt of planned [amilies that will eradicale poverty.

Lesson 5: Father Young is still alive

Father Charles Young died on 14 November, 1988. Many years have already
passed for not remembering him, but people have not forgotten him. Instead,
people remember him even more these days. Many more institutions /
organizations are named after him. Caritas. Credit Union, Natural Fanuly
Planning --- all these are not only surviving, lives of innumerable people are
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being influenced by them. As the meaning of his name is 'ever voung', so are his
works. These works are spreading fast to all corners of the country.

Father Young Foundation

Father Young Foundation is the largest and the most important memorial in his
honour after his death. In 1991 it started as "Father Young Memorial Fund" and
in 1993, its name was changed to "Father Young Foundation”. Its objectives are
Lo:
a) Take steps to spread the idea of credit union to the poorest and
most neglected groups and help them improve their conditions;

b) Provide technical support for expansion and improvement of
credit unions for its active continuation;

¢) Help in the development of new leadership in the credit unions;

d) Recognize and reward the best credit union, best cooperator, and
best worker publicly.

Some further steps were taken such as,

e) That all credit unions in Bangladesh will declare Father Young as
the founder of credil union movement.

f) Preserve the grave of Father Young at Tejgaon Church with due
dignity.

g) Encourage the credit unions in the country to name their offices
or hall rooms after Father Young.

Credit Union's first president Bernard L. McCarthy wrote:

I feel very proud to have chosen me as the leader of the fifieen day labourers that
were hired to dig the ground [or putting the foundation stone of the credit union.
That amazing person Father Charles Young, CSC, who sowed the seed of an idea
to build a union, was very challenging for us. It was not easy to dig the trench
for putting the foundation stone. But the deep faith of our people and then
service after service. and more service, by piling up one over another, we were
able to build the gigantic mansion. We, the founders, pay our due respect to you
all because you shouldered the responsibility to keep the credit unions alive and
helped its gradual growth.
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Exercise
Fill in the gaps
1. The philosophy of the Young family 15 .....ccooevvvnvvveeennn.
2. Youngloved. i iasanins

3. Forming .........cccceeverierieniesavnnnneens 18 10 form the local Church.

3. Match left side with the right side

Left side Right side

1. After completing his studies at "

- . .
the University of Notre Dame used to love sports very much

2. Father Charles Young = in the poor and the suffering

n o
3. To form i society is he entered 5t Joseph

Novitiate
4, He used to see Christ * e had a lot of contributions
5. Forming planned families * o form the local Church

Multiple Choice Questions

1. How was Father Young in his works in life?
a. humble b. enthusiastic
c. young d. inspiring
2. What was the meaning of formation of society for Father Young?

a. forming the local society b. forming the local groups
c. forming the local Church d. forming local leadership

Read the following passage and answer questions 3 and 4
Rajat 1s poor in mathematics. Ile used to copy from others in the class. His friend
Samir, after learning this, called him and tried teaching him maths. After that, all
maths seemed so easy to Rajat. His fear of maths went away.
3. Which aspect of Young became evident in Samir?

i. Remove ignorance

1. Cooperate
iii. Truly help others
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Which of the following 1s correct?

a. i b. ii

c. il d. 1,1, & iii
4. Due to Samir’s initiative, Rajat can be

a. self-reliant

b. courageous

c. self-controlled

d. intellectually bright

Creative Questions

1. Besides family duties, Collins does a lot of social development works. Last
year after the tornado, Collins went to some remote areas to distribute clothing,
food, water and other necessary things to the affected people. His presence
inspired the people to live again. Collins comes forward to help the village
people to get education. He took steps to repair the damaged schools and
colleges of the area and requested funds from various donor agencies for this
work.

a. Where did Charles' elder brother work?
b. " Father Young is ever young? " What is meant by this sentence ?

¢. Works of which organization of Father Young did inspire Collins?
Explain.
d. Do a comparative discussion of the works of Father Young and Collins.
2. Anima Sangma of Pahartali is very pious and morally strong woman who
teaches people to be frugal and sell-reliant. She established an organization and
by depositing the extra money from the income of the people built a fund.

Members get loan from that fund at very low interest. Many people are benefited
financially from this scheme.

a. What is full name of the organization CCULB?

b. What kind of work does Caritas do for the people of Bangladesh?

c. Works of which organization of Father Young inspired Anima?

d. 'Anima's work will help alleviate the poverty of that area'- discuss the
matter in light of your textbook.
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Short answer questions

What 1s the meaning of the word *young™?
Where did Charles live in his childhood?
When did Charles finish his novitiate?

How many vows did he take? What are they?
Where was Charles Young ordained?

T s ok ok e

Descriptive questions

1. Discuss Father Young's contributions in the establishment of credit unions.

2. What was the main point of consideration for Father Young in
establishing credit unions?

3. What kind of contributions did Father Young make in the alleviation
of poverty?

THE END
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